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PREFACE.

————- o

When I entered the service of the United States as a soldier
nearly four years ago, I commenced a diary for my own personal use,
sending it to my parents as opportunity offered.

Having been greatly blessed with health I have been able to accom-
pany the command on nearly all of its marches, and to participate in
most of the battles in which the regiment has been engaged. This
has enabled me to obtain a very complete record of its doings, which
I have been urged by my companions in arms to publish, that they
might obtain copies.

The notes from which I have written have been taken upon the
march, at the time the incidents recorded transpired, and then com-
pared with those taken by others, and the official reports. The
manuseript has been inspected by Gen. Hatch, Gen. Codn and the
field officers of the Second lowa cavalry,all of whom have attested
to its correctness; hence we claim for our book a degree of anthen-
ticity which no historian, not a participant in the events he records,
can attain.

Justice requires me to add here, that during the first term of
service the Third battalion—companies E, K, L and M—were armed
with sabers and carbines, and hence did most of the charging; while
the First and Second battalions being armed with Colt’s revolving
rifles, figured less in dashing exploits, but did more hard fighting,
This remark will account for the saber-men being oftener spoken ef in
the following history in connection with fiery dashes, than the rifle
companies, while these receive and repulse more of the eharges of

the enemy than do the saber companies.
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HISTORY

OF THE

SECOND IOWA CAVALRY.

PART FIRST.

CHAPTER I.

OrGANIZATION OF THE REGIMENT—THE FreLo OFFICERS—AGGREGATE STRENGTH
oF REGIMENT—PLACE oF CamMp—DRriLL—FrLAG PRESENTATION—BENTON BaR-
RACKS—SICKNESS.

The Second regiment Iowa cavalry volunteers was
mustered into the service of the United States at Dav-
enport, lowa, August 25th, 1861, by Capt. Chambers,
commissary of musters. _

Washington L. Elliott, Captain in the Third U. 8.
cavalry, was commissioned as our Colonel. Col. Elliott
was a graduate of West Point, an officer of acknowl-
edged ability, who had been in active service as a
cavalry officer for fifteen years previous to the breaking
out of the slave-drivers’ rebellion, which now called
him to a broader and prouder sphere of action. He
was a strict disciplinarian, every inch a soldier, and to

his untiring efforts as our instructor in the science of
1)

-
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‘ war, are we in a great measure indebted for whatever
honor we afterwards won as a regiment.

Our Lieut.-Col., Edward Hatch, was a lumber mer-
chant of Muscatine, Towa. He was by nature a
military genius of the first magnitude, and soon became
the pride and idol of the regiment, a position which he
never lost, while his sword nobly carved the *stars”
which afterwards bedecked his worthy shoulders. He
entered the service as Captain of company “A,” but
was commissioned Lieut.-Col. at the organization of the
regiment.

Our First Major, W. P. Hepburn, was a lawyer from
Marshalltown, Iowa. He entered the service as Cap-
tain of company “B”; was a man of fine native talent,
though not overly successful as a soldier. As a discip-
linarian he had few equals. Our Second Major, Datus
E. Coon, was formerly an editor in Cerro Gordo county,
Jowa. He was constantly on duty in camp or on the
march; a zealous worker and brave fighter, he carved
for himself an honorable distinction among his fellow
officers. Hiram W. Love, our Third Major, was highly
esteemed by all who knew him as a perfect gentleman.
He was a mechanic from Iowa City, and entered the
service as Captain of company “ H.”

“The Iowa Boys” had already earned a proud dis-
tinction upon the ensanguined fields of Wilson’s Creek
and Belmont, and the boys of the Second Cavalry de-
termined to add to rather than detract from this good
name. Our aggregate strength at time of mustering
into service was 1,019.

The “ Fair Grounds” at Davenport were assigned us
for camp, and commodious barracks constructed for our
accommodation. While at Davenport our time was
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occupied learning the school of *the trooper dismount-
ed,” and acquiring the knowledge of fencing under the
tutorage of a German gladiator by the name of
Graupner. Officers paid him $5.00 each; enlisted
men $2.50 for his instructions. He was a master of
the science, and under his instructions the majority of
the regiment acquired a good degree of efficiency in
the use of the saber. For our efficiency in this, as
well as in the “foot drill,” we were paid many compli.
ments by visitors to our camp, and were much petted
by the good citizens of Davenport, who claimed us as
“their regiment.”’

‘While at Davenport the State of Towa presented us
with a stand of colors. The flag was presented to Col.
Elliott by Adjt-Gen. Baker. Everything went off
creditably to all concerned. We left Iowa for Benton
Barracks, St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 7th, 1861. Here we
were crowed into small, poorly ventillated barracks,
and being in the initiatory stage of our career as
soldiers—which has ever proved by far the most fatal
period in the history of military men—diseases made -
sad havoc in our ranks. Although we were in St.
Louis but about sixty days, over sixty of our number
found their graves there. We afterwards were where
we met the enemy nearly every day, for two months at
a time, but never had half as many deaths in the same
length of time after we entered upon active field duties.
So reduced were we by sickness in Benton Barracks
that it was but common for our strongest companies to
appear on “dress parade” with not to exceed ten men
in ranks. 'We here drew horses, horse equipments and
sabers, and were drilled in the “school of the trooper
mounted.”
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CHAPTER IIL

Birp’s Point—ScovT A¥TER JEFF. THOMPSON—CHARLESTON INDEPENDENT—LANE
OF STARVATION—FIGHT AT NEW Maprip—Pore’s Canar—Iscaxp No. 10.

On the 17th of February, 1862, we bade farewell to
our camp of instruction, and taking the steamer at St.
Louis, sailed for Bird’s Point, Mo., which was then
“the front.” We were now armed with sabers and
pistols, and being totally ignorant of practical warfare
we imagined ourselves well equipped for the fray.
Each thinking himself a young Napoleon, but chafed
for an opportunity to exhibit his prowess. The heavy
boom of the cannon then knocking at the gates of Co-
lumbus, Ky., as our gunboats patroled the river, and
the battle scarred monsters of our river navy, which
. had just returned from the Fort Henry and Fort Don-
elson contests and were receiving repairs at Cairo,
reminded us that we now had to do with the stern re-
alities of war. Nor were we destined long to remain
inactive, for the rebel Col. Jeff. Thompson was prowl-
ing about the swamps in the vicinity of Charleston,
Mo., and on or about the 25th of February, Maj. Love
left our camp with his battalion to attend to the wants
of those rebellious disturbers of the peace.

At Charleston our forces captured a printing office,
from which the rebels sent forth a weekly paper enti-
tled the ¢ Charleston Courier.”” Major Love remained
at Charleston with companies “I” and “F)” wlile
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Capt. Graves moved on eight miles further to Bertrand
with companies “B” and “D.” The boys left at
Charleston having possessed themselves of the material
left in the ‘Courier” office proceeded to put out a
paper called the ¢ Charleston Independent,” which was
perhaps the first truly loyal sheet ever published in
that vicinity. Capt. Graves had quite a chase after
some rebels through the swamps around Bertrand.
Some ten or fifteen prisoners and a horse were the
principal fruits thereof.

About 10 o’clock ». a., February 28th, Col. Elliott
was ordered to take the remaining eight companies of
the regiment and reinforce Love, and try and capture
Thompson. We left camp about 11 o'clock. The
night was dark and foggy, the roads desperate, the
horses and men all green at the business, and as we
made a “forced march” the ride was all but agreeable.
We reached Charleston at daylight where we halted
forty minutes and fed, and then pushed on to Bertrand,
where we halted about two hours, when Elliott learned
that other forces had done the work and dispersed
Thompson with the loss of his command; hence we
returned to our camp at Bird’s Point, which we reached
just at dark on the 29th. We had been gone near
twenty-one hours, eighteen of which had been spent in
the saddle, and as this was our first march we were
sore and weary.

On the 4th of March we left Bird’s Point for New
Madrid. The waters were very high and much delay
was experienced on the march. On one occasion we
marched for near a half a day where the average depth
of the water was belly deep to our horses. Near
~ Bertrand we were halted for three days in a lane by
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the well stocked plantation of a rebel Colonel. Our
rations gave out and our Colonel forbade us taking the
value of a chicken from the well stocked yards of the
rebel owner of our camping place, on penalty of death.
Those who had money purchased eatables from the
overseer at exorbitant rates; others fasted, and the
place is now known to the Second Iowa as “the lane of
starvation.” 'What a comment is this on the policy of
our government at this stage of the war, and what a
deadner to those croakers who still pretend that Zind-
ness would have won the “ erring brother of the South ”
back to the Union.

From Sykestown, Mo., we escorted the siege guns to
be used in the reduction of New Madrid, which point
we reached March 12th. Here we were told that we
should be treated to a battle the next day. We had
never yet seen a battle, and although anxious for the
fray, the thoughts of the reflective were divided be-
tween their loved homes and the dear ones there, and
the imaginary scenes of the fast approaching conflict ;
and as we betook ourselves to our blankets many a
tremulous heart breathed a prayer to the God of bat-
tles for protection for the living, and salvation for such
as should fall. Would to God the number of those
who pray as they fight were greater in our armies.

‘With the early dawn of the 13th of March we were
all on the way to the field, and whatever may have
been the internal feelings of the boys, they exhibited
no outward signs of fear; but a look of their deter-
mined brows was required to tell the beholder of the
determination each had formed to do his duty, come
what would. Our nerve was not destined, however, to
be tried on this occasion, for the battle which opened
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at daylight continued all day, and resulted in the occu-
pation of the place by our forces, proved to be only an
artillery duel, which we saw, but took no part in. We
were marched off the field about 4 o’clock ». ., still
expecting that our services would be required before
the place was taken. The rebels, however, evacuated
the fort that night under cover of a severe thunder
storm, and our forces took possession on the morning of
the 14th. The works surrounding the place were very
strong, and had they been properly defended thousands
of lives must have been sacrificed before they could
have been taken. As it was, the strategy of our ex-
cellent General, John Pope, took the place. with a loss
of but eighteen men killed and wounded.

New Madrid ours, the next object to be gained was
to get transports below the batteries of Island No. 10,
which was still in rebel hands. To accomplish this
Gen. Pope caused a canal to be cut through a bayou on
the west side of the river, the upper end entering the
river above, and the lower end below the island. So
secret was the execution of this that although we wa-
tered our horses in the bayou all the time the work
was in progress, we knew nothing of it until we saw
the smoke of the downward bound transports. The
canal, which was twelve miles in length, had been cut
out of a very heavy timbered swamp or bayou, in
which the water was now of sufficient depth to be nav-
igated by ordinary steamers. The rebels now fearing
for the safety of the forces stationed at Island No. 10,
since, as they said, “the d—d Yankees could navigate
dry land,” evacuated this tower of strength which had
so long successfully defied the fiercest assaults of our
gunboats, and struck to the interior for safety.
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Gen. Pope crossed a part of his army known as ‘ the
army of the Mississippi,” to the Kentucky side of the
river, April 7th, when, learning of the evacuation of
the Island, he discontinued the movement and returned
to camp at New Madrid, not, however, until he had de-
tached a small force to pursue the retreating foe. Com-
panies “K” and “L,” of the Second Iowa, formed a
part of this detachment, and were the first Federal
forces within the rebel works on the Kentucky side, at
Island No. 10.

With these forts were captured fifteen hundred
thousand dollars ($1,500,000) worth of army stores.
Over 6,000 prisoners were picked up by our forces.
The rebels having left their cover and trusted to flight
for safety, appeared to have lost all confidence in their
ability to ficht, and surrendered at the first call from a

Yankee pursuer regardless of the numerical strength of
the squads who thus came in collision. One infantry-
man came sl dh\h\{ upon a rebel sergeant and five

men, bcann(r a costly silk flag, on which was inscribed,
& ﬂ[zsszsszppz Devils.  Presented by the ladies”  One
would think that siz men would fight against one for
such a memento as this from “the girls they left be-
hind them,” but facts talk differently, for our hero cap-
tured the squad and marched them into camp under
their own flag, bearing it himself.

Col. Elliott was in command of the cavalry which
first discovered that the rebels had evacuated ‘“Island
No. 10.” As he neared the place he ordered Lieut.
Gustavus Schnetger, of company “E,” acting regi-
mental Adjutant, to take eight men and a guide and
reconnoiter the rebel works. Lieut. Schnetger took
the men from company “L,” who were advance guard.
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A citizen guide was pressed for the occasion. As this
little band neared the works they discovered that the
principal part of the forces were gone, although many
stragglers were to be seen on every side. Upon these
the boys dashed with so much intrepidity that the reb-
els, never dreaming but that the entire Yankee army
was upon them, surrendered at sight, and when Col.
Elliott came up with his reinforcements Schnetger re-
ported to him with eighty-six prisoners. The infantry
were in sight when our boys reathed the fortifications,
coming down the river by boat, and but for this ad-
vance guard under Lieut. Schnetger, would have merited
the honor of first entering the work. As it was the
honor of capture was awarded the cavalry, although
Gen. Buford tried to claim the honor for his infantry.
Among the captures here were two steamers, viz: the
“ Olio Delle” and “ Red Rover,” besides many cannon
and many tons of ordnance stores.
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CHAPTER ITL

Move 10 HaMBURG—CAVALRY LOOKED DOWN ON BY INFANTRY—OQRGANIZATION
oF CAvALRY BRIGADES AND DivisioNs—RECONNOISSANCE AT MONTEREY—CHARGE
BY ErrLiorr’s Escorr—MaJ. Love AND MasxeEp BarTErRY—First RAID oF TEE
Secoxp Towa—MaJ. Lov: AM8USHED—FARMINGTON CHARGE—BOONVILLE RAID
—FLic Caprurep BY Company “G.”

«  On the 12th of April, 1862, we went on board afleet
at New Madrid, and in common with the balance of the
“ Army of the Mississippi,” moved down the river for
the purpose of capturing Fort Pillow and Memphis.
The stage of the water in the river, however, was so
high as to prevent successful operations in this quarter,
and on the 17th instant we were orderea back, and
thence up the Tennessee river to Hamburg, which place
we reached April 28d. We now formed part of the
grand army under Gen. Halleck, which was investing
Corinth, Miss. We were still under Gen. Pope, who
formed Halleck’s left wing. The cavalry branch of
the service was now in great disrepute among Halleck’s
entire army. At Shiloh the infantry said they had
acted badly, and a// assumed that all cavalry would do
the same. Pope, however, being himself an old cavalry
officer, showed the world that Ze¢ could make this
branch of the service very effective. Instead of mix-
ing them with infantry in the same regiments and brig-
ades, he organized cavalry brigades and divisions, plac-
ing them under cavalry officers, and when thus organized
he assigned to them their appropriate duty. When
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advancing we were required to reconnoiter every foot
of the country before the infantry occupied it. We
were kept constantly on duty, either as pickets our-
selves or feeling the pickets of the enemy, and gaining
information relative to the whereabouts of the foe, or
raiding to their rear and cutting their base of supplies.
Col. Elliott was given command of a brigade consisting
of the Second Iowa and Second Michigan cavalry, and
Lieut.-Col. Hatch assumed command of the regiment.

On the 28th of April, while advance gnard for a re-
connoissance in force, we came upon a rebel camp near
Monterey. A small squad of the regiment, principally
from the Colonel's escort, charged this camp, driving
the rebels pell mell through it, and thence back to their
reserve force, a mile and a half beyond the camp.
This squad, not over fifteen in number, charged the
retreating rebel cavalry, seventy-five strong, through
the infantry pickets, of whom they captured seventeen
and brought them safely back to camp. Private J.
Canfield, company “B,” captured in this chase six of
the pickets of the enemy in one squad. Private R. M.
Downer, of company “K,’ captured three on an ad-
joining post. Both of these boys had been reduced to
the ranks from Sergeants but a few weeks before, be-
cause they resented the tyranny of officers over them.

‘While this scene was being enacted Major Love came
with his battalion unexpectedly upon a masked battery,
which opened on him with grape, killing one man of
company “B,’ and wounding three of company “I1.”
This was the first blood spilled by the Second Iowa
upon the altar of liberty.

The first raid made by the Second Iowa was made
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Hatch, on the 30th
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of April, 1862, and resulted in the burning of a bridge
on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, which then
formed one of the principal avenues through which
supplies reached the rebels at Corinth. The feat was
accomplished without loss to ourselves.

On the 8th of May Col. Elliott, with our brigade,
made another reconnoissance on the left wing of Beau-
regard’s army. We skirmished with the enemy at sev-
eral points. Major Love, while reconnoitering upon
the right with his battalion, was ambushed by a vastly
superior force, and barely escaped with the loss of one
killed and five wounded. “I” company were left on
picket while the remainder of the regiment returned to
camp.

Everything now indicated that the long expected
battle between Halleck and Beauregard would open
with the dawn of the 9th of May, and as we betook
ourselves to our blankets after our reconnoissance on
the 8th, we were happy and yet sad. Happy, because
as we fondly hoped, the next sun would look down upon
a signal victory for the Federal arms; sad, because we
knew that if our hopes were realized and a victory
gained, many a brave companion in arms must that day
seal his devotion to his country with his life’s blood.

The 9th of May came cléar and beautiful, but with
it came not the expected bugle call summoning us to
the deadly fray. We had misjudged. Halleck’s plans
did not, as we had guessed, contemplate a grand attack,
and as the forenoon wore away we very naturally con
cluded that that day would add little worthy of note
to our history; but here again were we mistaken, for
God had ordained that it should try the nerve of the
Second Iowa as few regiments are ever tried. About
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10 o’clock A. m. an Orderly came dashing into onr camp
with orders to Lieut.-Col. Hatch to fly with all possible
speed with the Second Iowa to the assistance of Gen.
Paine, who, -while making a reconnoissance near Far-
mington, had been suddenly attacked by a vastly su-
perior force and was in imminent danger of losing his
entire division. In less than five minutes after the Or-
derly reached Hatch’s headquarters the regiment were
galloping to the field, distant two miles. As our col-
umn came from the timber we saw the lines of Paine’s
division rapidly retreating before the murderous grape
and canister of the rebel artillery. Hurrying to the
top of a hill near we came in full view of a confederate
battery of eight guns. These all opened on us, and
the few minutes we remained there inactive awaiting
orders, were far more trying than any other I ever ex-
perienced as a soldier. Orders to fall back soon came,
and we found ourselves partially sheltered by a little
rise in the ground. Gen. Paine’s only line of retreat
now lay across a creek 500 yards to our rear, and one
rail bridge afforded the only means for crossing.
Across this bridge the division, with its artillery and
train, must go, or salvation from capture was impossi-
ble. As Paine’s forces neared this bridge, the rebels,
who knew every foot of the country, prepared to charge
with their artillery to a hill now between the two con-
tending forces. If the rebels should gain this hill they
would command the bridge with twenty-four pieces of
artillery, and could of course keep any force from cross-
ing. This would render Paine’s capture certain. To
checkmate this move we were ordered to form for a
charge. As we formed, a force of rebel sharp-shooters
on our right gave us notice of their proximity. At
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this juncture Gen. Paine came up, and in a voice suffi-
ciently loud to be heard by the entire regiment, thus
addressed our commander: “You will charge that
right hand battery with this cavalry; take and hold it
at all hazards until I can get the infantry there to sup-
port you.”

The enemy’s cannon, twenty-four in number, were
formed in a curve. They were supported by 15,000
infantry, and they in turn were supported by all of
Gen. Price’s army. Our little band did not exceed 500
men, and yet we were ordered to “‘ake and hold a bat-
tery supported by this force” We “drew saber” and
at the given signal all spurred to the conflict. The
scene is said by spectators to have been awfully grand.
As we arose the hill so as to come in direct range of
the rebel guns they opened upon us, and the air was
perfectly thick with grape, canister and exploding
shell. About midway between where we started the
charge and the object of our mad ride, was a ditch so
deep and wide that not over one-half of the horses
could cross it. This, with the balls from the foe, so
completely broke our ranks that men could not keep
with their companies, or officers with their men; still
all spurred onward, thinking only of the capture of the
guns. Lieut.-Col. Hatch seeing the condition of affairs
did all mortal could to stop us, but we had got such a
start that his voice could not be heard. As we came
within a few yards of the rebel lines their infantry
arose and poured such a volley upon us that it was a
wonder we were not annihilated. Fortunately for us,
however, our course was over plowed ground, and as it
was quite dry a friendly cloud of dust obscured us, and
the aim of the infantry was too high, while that of the
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artillery was too low. s alone saved us. We drove
the gunners from one battery, but were, of course,
quickly repulsed. ~Although the charge lasted less
than three minutes, over one-half of our number were
rendered “Z%ors du combat” in it. The charge was a
success, although we were repulsed, for by it Paine
gained time to run his forces across the bridge. He
said we went much further than he desired us to go,
and that the order for the charge was given in the
strong language vsed because he feared, being raw re-
cruits, we would give back too soon. When Col. Elli-
ott, commanding the brigade, learned where we had
been sent, he was very angry with Paine and cursed
him vehemently. Paine excused himself by saying
that he did not think we would go so far. To this
Col. Elliott respcnded: “I want you to know that I
have taught that regiment to ge to h—I if ordered
there, but I did n’t fetch them here to have them or-
dered there.”

The Federal forces having now got Corinth nearly
surrounded it became desirable to cut their railroac
communication with Mobile. For this purpose it was
proposed to send a cavalry force around to the rear of
Beauregard’s army to strike the ¢“Mobile and Ohio”
Railroad at Boonville, Mississippi, where it was known
the rebels had a valuable depot of army stcres. This
raiding party must pass between different portions of
the rebel army; hence the exploit was a very hazard-
ous one. Gen. Pope selected Col. Elliott and our brig-
ade, consisting of the Second Iowa and Second Michigan
cavalry, as, in his judgment, best fitted for the under-
taking.

We set out at midnight of the 28th of May, 1862,
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and by stealthy marches by cow-paths and by-roads,
reached Boonville in safety on the morning of the 30th.
At daylight Elliott charged the town, capturing 3,000
* convalescent confederate soldiers and a large train of
cars loaded with 10,000 stand of small arms, and two
pieces of artillery; also, a depot containing a very
large amount of ammunition. All these stores were
burned. Sergt. Budd and six men of company “ G”
were sent up the railroad in a hand car in search of a
bridge that could be burned. They encountered a
force of rebels guarding a wagon train, and succeeded
in capturing the train. Private Jas. Kennedy captured
a large rebel flag and gave it to Sergt. Budd, who re-
turned with it to the command. The enemy now came
up and the balance of the squad were captured. Ken-
nedy was severely wounded. The flag here captured
was forwarded to the capitol of the State of Iowa,
where it can be seen for the trouble of calling. As
may be supposed, the rebels had by this time massed a
heavy force to oppose to Elliott, and all his strategy
and skill were required to successfully retrace his steps
and regain the command at Farmington. The trip
was, however, made successfully, and Elliott reached
camp about dark on the 31st of May. This raid was
pronounced a great success by the military men of the
day, and secured for Elliott a ‘ star.”
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CHAPTER IV.

CorINTH EvacvaTED—BLACKLAND FigET—REST AT FARMINGTON—DBLACKBERRIES
—BooNVILLE—RIENZI—FAULKNER'S ATTACK—(COMPANY ‘L ” oN P4CKET.

Beauregard finding Halleck’s coil drawing closer day
by day, evacuated Corinth without a battle, and our
forces took possession of it on the 31st of May, 1862.
Among the first Federal troops to enter Corinth was
company “E,” of the Second Iowa, then acting as body
guard to Gen. Pope. On the 2d of June Elliott again
started with his brigade—Hatch being in command of
the Second Iowa—and followed the retreating rebel
army to Blackland. Here the brigade got into a des-
perate though short contest with the enemy, in which
company “D” were especially complimented by the
Col. commanding for their coolness and daring. The .
command had to cross a narrow bridge under a galling
artillery fire, and great coolness was required to keep
the different companies from crowding together and
thus blocking the passage. Two of company “H7”
were killed by a cannon ball on this bridge.

On the 15th of June our regiment was relieved from
the front and allowed to move back to Farmington for
a little much needed rest. We had been in the field
Just four months, during which time we had been con-
stantly on the go. We had saddled up nearly every
morning at 3 o’clock, and much of the time we had
slept at night in line of battle, each man holding his

horse by the bridle. Hardly a day during this time
4
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had passed without more or less skirmishing by the
regiment with the rebels. Our horses, which were in
fine condition when we reached Bird’s Point, were now
very lean, and their backs presented a sad spectacle.

Blackberries were in their prime, and surely no
country on the globe can compete with Tishamingo
county, Miss., in the production of this fruit. As we
had little duty to do we kept a supply of these berries
constantly in our tents, and feasted on them to our
heart’s desire. The result of this was a marked im-
-provement in the sanitary condition of the regiment.
But rest and luxuries belong not to soldiers, and on the
26th of June we were again ordered to the front. We
took up our post at Boonville on the 28th. We now
formed an outpost eight miles in advance of infantry
support. The rebels soon learned the circumstances
surrounding us, and quickly prepared to improve their
supposed advantage. On the 1st of July Col. Chal-
mers, with 4,000 strong, furiously attacked our camp
at Boonville, having first gained the road in our rear
so as to prevent our retreat upon the infantry at Rienzi.
This precaution of the rebel Colonel, however, was un-
necessary, for Col. Phil. Sheridan, who then command-
ed our brigade, had no thought of retreat, although he
had but 800 men from the Second Iowa and Second
Michigan cavalry. So confident was Chalmers of suc-
cess that he came well supplied with a wagon train to
be used in conveying away our camp and garrison
equipage which he should capture. But, alas for hu-
man expectations, we loaded his train with his killed
and wounded, and sent him back at a much livelier
tune than that to which he advanced. The Second
Michigan were armed with Colt’s revolving rifles; the
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Second Towa with Sharp’s carbine, a navy revolver and
a saber each. The Second Iowa held the flanks and
made dashes upon the enemy’s rear, while the Second
Michigan were dismounted and placed behind the trees
to hold the centre. The riflemen allowed the charging
column of the rebels to come almost upon them, when,
still clinging to their cover, they poured volley after
volley into their faces with such telling effect that they
wavered, and breaking, fled in confusion. Maddened
by their severe loss, and deeply chagrined at this un-
expected failure, the rebel officers again rally their
forces. Again the “charge” is sounded, and down
they come this time in column, determined to avenge
their misfortunes at any cost of life. As they near our
lines death is again meted out to them from the trusty
rifles of our nicely covered battle line, but they are no
cowards, and having determined to “do or die,” they
falter not. Again and again is sad havoc made in their
ranks by the gallant Second Michigan, but they will
not stop, and their advance reaches our lines. Our
little band, hitherto hidden by the trees, now draw
their revolvers, and springing into the road, shoot ev-
ery rebel as soon as he reaches the line. Several dead
rebels fell through the lines, but not a live one was ad-
mitted. ‘

‘While this was transpiring in front, companies “B”
and “F,” of the Second Iowa, with two companies of
the Second Michigan, gained the enemy’s rear and fu-
riously charged them from that direction. Capts Queal
and Gilbert distinguished themselves in this charge.
Private Wm. Myers, of company “1,” who had volun-
tarily joined this charge, split a rebel’s head open with
his saber, killing him instantly. This was probably
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the first rebel killed by a saber by our regiment. Pri-
vate David Lutz, of company “1)” also volunteered to
join this charge, and lost an arm in the hand to hand
fight that ensued. The enemy’s loss was over 100,
while ours was less than one-fourth of that number.

We moved back to Rienzi on the 9th of July, where
we remained during the summer, doing ordinary camp
duty and scouring the country for fifty miles around
for guerrillas. Peaches were abundant, and we devour-
ed them as soldiers alone could.

On the 26th of August, while company “L” was on
picket, Gen. Faulkner attacked our camp with 2,500
cavalry. So impetuous was the attack upon the pick-
ets that they were run in without being able to give
the camp the alarm. Faulkner captured six of com-
pany “L,” and then charged on into camp; but at his
approach the boys sprang out of their tents and gave
him such a warm reception that he quickly commenced
the retreat. While a part of the regiment repulsed
Faulkner dismounted, the balance ‘saddled up” and
gave chase under spur, capturing sixteen of the enemy
and dispersing the remainder in every direction.
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CHAPTER V.

FarL CanpaioNy oF 1862—MarcH 10 BOONVILLE—BATTLE or Ivka—FIGHT AT
PayroN’s MiLLs—ROSECRANS AND STANLY—BATTLE or CORINTH—CAPTURE OF
Forr RoBINETTE—PURsUIT oF REBELS—GEN. ROSECRANS ORDERED TO ** ARMY
or THE CUMBERLAND.”

On the 5th of Sept., 1862, we broke camp at Rienzi
and commenced our fall campaign. Our first march
was to Boonville, whither we went in search of a rebel
column under Gen. Price, reported.as moving north
with the intention of breaking through our lines into
the rich fields of Middle Tennessee.

At Boonville we learned that Price was thus moving
and that Iuka would probably be his point of attack.
With this information Col. Hatch returned to the Gen.
eral commanding as rapidly as possible, but Price had
got such a start that he succeeded in capturing Iuka
before Gen. Grant could reinforce the garrison there.
Price found, however, that his success at Iuka came far
short of securing for him the coveted storehouses of
Tennessee. Grant was quickly on his trail in two col-
umns. One column, commanded by Gen. Ord, was to
attack Price at Iuka from the North, while Rosecrans,
with 9,000 men, was to gain his rear and cut off his
retreat. The Second Iowa, Lieut.-Col. Hatch com-
manding, formed a part of Gen. Rosecrans’ force.

We left Jacinto on the 14th of September. When
within twelve miles of Tuka, “Rosie,” as the army fa-
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miliarly called their idolized General, halted, and for
thirty-six hours we anxiously listened for the sound of
Gen. Ord’s cannon, which would call us to our part of
the work ; but we listened in vain; the other column
had not made time. Our rations were entirely ex-
hausted, and as nothing could be obtained from the
surrounding country, but one course remained for us—
we must risk the chances of a battle. Accordingly
Rosecrans moved forward cautiously. On the morn-
ing of the 19th he sent Hatch with our regiment on a
reconnoissance to the right. When twenty miles from
the main column, at Payton’s Mills, IHatch came upon
Col. Faulkner, with 2,500 rebel cavalry. We were
much better armed than Faulkner's men and defeated
them in a short but brisk skirmish. The rebels fled,
leaving the field with fifteen killed, wounded and pris-
oners in our hands. Our loss was nothing. Later in
the day we came upon a rebel camp and a large drove
of beef cattle, abandoned by the rebels. We also
captured a few prisoners at this place. The camp and
garrison equipage was burned for want of transporta-
tion. The main column, under Rosecrans, struck the
rebel lines about noon and pressed them back slowly
until near sundown. Price was expecting an attack
from the north, and hence had his forces mostly sta-
tioned on that side of town. When he learned of
Rosecrans’ movement, and that his lines on the south
side had been driven back to near the town, he ordered
his forces on the north side to move to the south front
on the double quick. The Fifth Iowa infantry was in
advance of Rosecrans’ army, and as all moved along
smoothly, the enemy falling slowly back, they little
dreamed of the terrible shock just before them. They
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met the rapidly advancing column under Gen. Price
just at sunset, and it is beyond the power of pen to
describe the collision. The forces met in a forest where
the ground was covered with a heavy growth of un-
derbrush. As the foliage was full, neither party dis-
covered the other until within close pistol range. As
the best mettle of both armies was there, the fighting
for fierceness and desperation is equaled by few con-
tests in the annals of war. The earth for miles around
trembled at the roar of firearms, while the groans of
the wounded and dying were enough to sicken the most
resolute. Night with her sable pall was fast approach-
ing, and here and there a regiment would mistake foe
for friend and not learn their awful error until they re-
ceived a volley from their supposed friends which
would almost annihilate them. Thus the fight raged
until pitch darkness enforced her mandate to cease the
fearful slaughter. Both armies now fell back a short
distance, and the field was under a flag of truce during
the night, the ambulances of both sides being busily
engaged in carrying off the wounded. Our regiment,
returning from the reconnoissance, came up in time to
hear but not to participate in the engagement. We
camped for the night about three miles from the field.
We were very weary and hungry, having eaten nothing
for twenty-four hours, and marched forty-five miles that
day. Nor had we anything with which to appease the
gnawings of hunger save a little coffee, which we hast-
ily drank, and folded in our blankets we were soon far
away 'mid the fair scenes of “dream land.” Short,
however, was our repose, for before 10 o’clock . M. we
were aroused and summoned to “the front.” As we
moved out we met the train. With many misgivings
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we asked of the teamsters the reports of the battle
thus far. All agreed that the slaughter was unparal
leled ; that the Fifth Towa had left half their number
on the field, and that the victory was far from won.
‘With these unwelcome tidings we reached the front and
there formed a line of battle, when we dismounted and
were ordered to “stand to horse” wntil daylight. For
hours after taking our position here a continuous train
of ambulances passed us, loaded with the mangled
though living victims from the field. As these wretched
beings passed us their agonizing groans called to ow
minds anything but pleasant reflections, for we but
awaited the light of day to ourselves enter the field
from which they came, and we ‘“knew not what a day
might bring forth.”

“ About midnight Gen. Rosecrans called a council of
war composed of brigade commanders. He thus ad
dressed this meeting: “ Generals, we move at daylight.
The infantry will go in on the bayonet; the cavalry
with the saber; not a shot is to be fired.” Gen. Stanly
was not at this meeting. He was next in command
under Rosecrans, and a favorite of that General. He
was sleeping in a fence corner when Rosecrans came up
and thus addressed him: “Stanly, Stanly.” He
awoke and replied, “ What do you want, Rosie?”
“You will go in at sunrise on the bayonet; not a shot
is to be fired” “Our loss has been fearful,” said
Stanly. “They are five to our one; they have butch
ered my men like sheep.” Rosecrans wrung his hands
in agony, as he said, “ Where, in the name of God, is
Grant? But go in on the bayonet—don’t fire a shot.”
“T feel,” said Stanly, “that I shall be killed to-morrow,
but your order shall be obeyed,” and folding his blanket
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dbout him he again fell asleep. Before daylight we
had made a strong cup of coffee, which constituted our
breakfast, and with the early dawn the lines moved
forward. As we crossed the field where, on the previ-
ous day, the red tide of war had poured its flood, the
dead of both armies lay indiscriminately mingled, al:
most in heaps, on every hand. The reader can form
some idea of the sanguinary nature of the strife when
I tell him that I counted forty-eight ball marks in one
side of one tree, which stood near where the two col
umns met. The smaller saplings were so riddled by
balls as to be killed.

Not meeting the foe as he expected, Rosecrans order-
ed Hatch to send a part of his cavalry in advance to
reconnoiter the town. Company “M;” Second Iowa,
Lieut. Foster commanding, was selected for this pur:
pose. Foster moved cautiously forward and reached
the town just in time to see the rebel rear guard leave
it. They entered: on the charge, and were the first fed:
eral troops in the place. They found the houses filled
with rebel wounded. The federal loss in' this action
was about 600 ; the rebels left over 1,200 in our Lhands.
The Second Iowa took the advance in the pursuit, and
so pressed the rebels as to compel the abandoument of
a part of their train. They made a stand about 2
¢’clock P. a., on the 20th. Col. Hatch quickly formed
his regiment, and we drove them from their position
with a loss of two men wounded, when we were order:
ed back to' Jacinto: ;

Gens. Price and Van Dorn now wunited their forces,
Van Dorn commanding, and again moved north towards'
our lines. This, of course, afforded work for the cav:

alry, and we were kept in the saddle most of the time’
5v
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night and day. About this time Lieut.-Col. Hatch re-
ceived his commission as Colonel, and was given com-
mand of a brigade.

On the 1st of October Van Dorn began to hover
about our lines, making feint attacks upon various
points, while the rich storehouses of Corinth were the
objective points aimed at. The general attack was
made on the third of October. Rosecrans sent but a
small force to the front and these were steadily driven
back all day, and at night Van Dorn bivouaced within
the old line of breastworks made by Beauregard for
the defense of Corinth. The Second Iowa were pick-
eting the opposite side of the town from that upon
which the attack was made. It was, therefore, with
many misgivings that we learned that our forces had
retreated all day, and that the enemy were camped
inside the breastworks. Our inexperienced eyes could
not descry the great strength of the forts yet to be
taken before Corinth should again fall under confeder-
ate rule. But our sagacious General, Rosecrans, knew
his business, and he alone, perhaps, slept that night,
free from any forebodings of the coming struggle.
With the early dawn of the morning of the 4th of Oc-
tober, 1862, the rebel army advanced, confident of an
easy victory and a choice dinner out of the luxuries of
a wellfilled U. S. commissary. In imagination they
already drank of the wine and coffee, and breakfasted
on the flour bread and choice hams before them. But
alas! for coffee they were to be served tea of an explo-
sive nature, and grape and canister awaited them for
breakfast instead of hot cakes. Fort Robinette com-
manded the entrance to the town from the west, which
was the direction from which Van Dorn advanced. As
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the rebels approached this fort the siege guns mounted
there opened upon them with such murderous effect
that every effort on the part of the officers to urge their
men forward proved abortive. Van Dorn soon saw
that all hope of success lay in taking and holding this
fort ; hence he made an appeal to his men, explaining
the importance of the capture of the fort, and then
asked for a general officer and 8,000 men to volunteer
for a forlorn charge upon these works. Brig.-Gen.
Rogers and the required number of men responded to
the call and at once formed for the mad enterprise.
On came the assailing force, but the garrison in the
fort calmly awaited the shock. The 32-pound siege
guns on the works had been doubly charged by shoving
a half bushel of musket balls into them after ramming
down the cartridge. When the enemy were within a
few yards these guns opened upon them. Hundreds
fell, and the rest broke in confusion; but Gen. Rogers
and his men had resolved to take the fort or die in the
attempt, hence they again formed, this time in platoon
column. As they advanced they displayed a solid mass
of living, maddened valor, heedlessly rushing to a fear-
ful doom. Again the match was applied, and again
hundreds fell to rise no more. Again and again are
they mowed down in wholesale slaughter, still on they
come resistless as an Alpine avalanche, and in spite of
their numerous dead enough live to scale the fort and
capture the guns. 'The rebel flag-bearer fell just as he
reached the ditch, when Gen. Rogers seized the flag
and planting it on the walls of the fort, shot men from
the breach of our guns. IHis life, however, paid for
this audacity, for he fell from the works pierced by
over fifty balls. The rebels now sprang over the em-
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bankment, and elated with their success, they filled the
captured fort like a crowded church. Rosecrans had
prepared for this emergency. While constructing the
defences of this place a 64-pound mortar had been so
placed on the east of the town as to command not only
Fort Robinette, but also all the other forts around
Corinth. No sooner was the fort filled with the exul-
tant foe than this mortar opened, and a huge shell wag
dropped in their midst. It exploded and literally
blowed them from the fort. Our Chaplain, Rev. Wm,
Truesdale, told me that he viewed the effect of this ex-
plosion by the aid of a field glass, and that fragments
. of the wretched victims could be seen twenty feet in
air. 'The Second lowa infantry followed this e‘zplo'ilon
with a bayonet ch‘u‘ﬂe and the fort was again in federal
hands.

Van Dorn now withdrew his shattered forces, leav-
ing the field with the killed and wounded of the enemy
in our hands. Lieut. Jacob F. Bandy, of the Second
Towa cavalry, was detailed to superintend the burying,
and his reports show that he found a little over 300
Union dead on the field, and over 1,300 confederate
dead. The cause of this great disparity in the number
killed on a side was traceable to the fact that our forces
fought from behind good cover, whereas the rebels had
to advance across an open field upon an abattis. The
rout of Van Dorn’s army amounted almost to a stam-
pede, and everything that could in any way impede
their march was abandoned by them. We followed
them as far as Ripley, picking up many prisoners, and
then returned to Corinth, which place we reached on
the 13th of October.

Gen, Rosecraps was now taken from us and sent tg
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the “ Army of the Cumberland.” His loss was deeply
lamented by the entire army, who had learned to re-
pose great confidence in him as a brave, sagacious and
very successful General. I should have mentloned that
the First and Second battalions of the Second Iowa
acted as couriers and provost guard in the battle of
Corinth. Much of Gen. Rosecrans’ success in battle
was attributable to his excellent provost regulations,
which compelled every soldier to keep his post and
kept an army of stragglers from seeking the rear.
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CHAPTER VL
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Gen. Franklin now assumed command of Rosecrans’
old army under Gen. Grant, department commander.
Major W. P. Hepburn was promoted to Lieut.-Colonel
in place of Hatch, promoted, and Frank Kendrick, Cap-
tain company “1,” to Major, in place of Hepburn,
promoted, while Lieut. Schnetger, acting regimental
Adjutant, was commissioned Captain of company “E.”
Lieut.-Col. Hepburn was away on detail as staff officer
for Rosecrans; hence as Col. Hatch commanded the
brigade, the command of the regiment devolved on
Major Datus E. Coon.

We left Corinth for Grand Junction, acting as ad-
vance guard of Grant’s army, November 2d, 1862.
‘We reached Grand Junction on the 4th. On the 12th,
Col. Lee, of the 7th Kansas cavalry, commanding our
division, started on a reconnoissance to Holly Springs.
Lee divided his forces into two colummns. The right
was under his own immediate command, while Col.
Hatch commanded the left. There was some skirmish-
ing in front of both columns all day. Hatch camped
for the night at Hudsonville. Company “A,” Capt.
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Charles C. Horton commanding, was placed on picket
on the Holly Springs road. Soon after dark a rebel
patrol party came up, and Horton with his company
succeeded in so fooling them that the Lieut. command-
ing and the entire company were induced to come with-
in our lines, where they were all captured. They
mistook Capt. Horton for a confederate officer and did
not learn this error until escape was impossible.

On the 13th we went to Holly Springs, from which
place we drove a small rebel force. Here Lieut. Foster,
commanding company “M,” was sent out on the Wa-
terford road to picket and patrol. He was soon at-
tacked by an Alabama regiment. So gallantly did
Foster and his little band resist the attack that in a
sharp fight of two hours which ensued, the rebels were
compelled to retire. Lee returned to camp at Grand
Junction on the 14th.

On the 19th Col. Hatch was ordered to proceed with
his brigade to Ripley, Miss., where Col. Faulkner was
organizing a rebel cavalry command. We charged the
town at daylight on the 20th. The rebels scattered in
all directions, and the day was spent scouring the sur-
rounding country for confederate soldiers, horses and
mules. We captured thirty soldiers, including Faulk-
ner’s Lieut.-Col. and a Major. We also picked up over
sixty horses and mules.

On the 28th of November Grant commenced his for-
ward movement into central Mississippi, designed to
result in the capture of Vicksburg. Our division of
cavalry was in advance. We drove the rebels through
Holly Springs on the 29th, and pressed them back to
their fortifications on the Tallahatchie river. Artillery
was freely used on both sides, and our division dis-
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mounted and captured one of the rebel cannon. Col.
Hatch barely escaped death here from the ball of a
rebel sharp-shooter, which cut a limb just by his head.
The rebels had very strong works on the Tallahatchie
at this point, which would have defied any attack from
the front. Grant compelled the evacuatlon of the
works by a flank movement.

On the morning of December 2d Iatch crossed the
Tallahatchie with his brigade, the boys leading their
horses over on a frail bridge constructed for the pur-
pose. Col. Lee was already in Oxford, where we joined:
him. We moved south at daylight on the 3d, Hatch
having the advance, the Seventh Illinois eavalry being
advance guard. Soon after setting out the Seventh 1I-
linois came upén a company of the enemy left back by
Gen. Van Dorn to destroy the bridges' and burn the
cotton before our column. This company was surpris:
ed and all captured’ but three. Small squads of pris-
oners were noy picked up on every hand, and at the
close of the day’s march Hatch had 103 to turn over.
Van Dorn made’ a stand on the Yocona river, just at
the close of day. A sharp skirmish ensued in which
the 7th Illinois alone participated on our side. They
lost one killed and two wounded.. The rebels left ten:
wounded in the village of Springdale near where the
skirmish took place. Hatch now fell back to a neigh+
boring plantation and camped for the night. At 3
o'clock A. . on the following day We were again in the
saddle. Hatch had taken the precaution before bivou-
acing to send a company down the river to a bridge,
and the result attested his wisdom in so doing, for at
the bridge in question this patrol found a rebel detail:
Wwho had- been sent there to destroy this meaus of crosg:
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ing. They drove away the detail and picketed the
bridge until our column reached there.

The Second Iowa was now put in advance, company
“K,” Capt. Chas. P. Moore commanding, acting as ad-
vance guard. We had pursued our course but a short
distance beyond the bridge when the advance videttes
discovered the pickets of the enemy upon a distant
hill.  Lieut. P. L. Reed, commanding advance platoon,
ordered them to charge the post. The boys dashed
forward, but just now two men were seen coming to-
wards our column from the enemy’s pickets in a slow
trot. The videttes supposing these men to be desert-
ers held their fire and met them face to face, when they
learned that their prisoners—for such they now were—
were the Lieut. and Sergt. of the rebel guard, and that
they mistook our column for a confederate force; hence
the blunder which resulted in their capture. As the
videttes neared the pickets they fled without even the
show of a fight. Two more, however, were thrown
from their saddles, and captured by our men.

‘We now moved rapidly forward until we came in
sight of Water Valley, when we saw rebel stragglers
in every direction. Lieut. Reed saw a small squad of
the enemy across the field to our front and left, and
ordered four men from the advance guard to gallop
across the field and capture them. Privates Demais
Ryon, Wm. Moter, John Canterbury and John Stathers
responded to this call. Canterbury found four prison-
ers in a house, on his way to the squad .after which he
started, hence he returned with these to the column,

while Stathers, misunderstanding the order, charged
~ unsupported into the town of Water Valley, and was

killed. This left only Ryon and Moter to deal with
6
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the squad first seen. They spurred on, however, to a
clump of brush, behind which the squad in question had
disappeared. What was their surprise upon reaching
the edge of the brush, to find instead of three or four
as they supposed, eighteen rebels all armed with Enfield
rifles! As they were face to face with the foe, retreat
was out of the question; hence they took a bolder and
more successful course. Leveling their carbines upon
the breasts of the two in advance, Ryon in a command-
ing tone ordered the squad to “drop their arms and
surrender.” Overawed by the boldness of their con-
fronters, they all obeyed the summons, and quick as
thought the boys placed themselves between their pris-
oners and their arms, and marched them in safety to
our column. Capt. Moore afterwards made a detail to
go and destroy the arms of these prisoners, and they
found seventeen out of the eighteen guns loaded.
While this scene was transpiring two rebel officers were
discovered leisurely riding towards us on the Spring-
dale road. As they came up Lieut. Reed ordered them
under guard. They did not yet comprehend the true
condition of affairs, but still supposing us rebels they
thought that they had been “put in arrest” by order
of some confederate officer. Nor did they learn their
mistake until in answer to questions propounded by
Lieut. Reed and Col. Hatch, they had revealed many
of the secrets of their army. Among other things
they told where Van Dorn’s headquarters train was,
which we at once proceeded to capture. These officers
proved to be a Captain and R. Q. M., and a Lieutenant
and A. D. C. on Van Dorn’s staff. Companies “K”
and “C” now led a charge upon the town, where they
captured several more prisoners. The captures of these
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companies, before 8 o’clock a. »., summed up as fol-
lows, viz: Four commissioned officers, thirty-nine en.
listed men; also fifteen mules and four wagons, loaded
with Van Dorn’s headquarters baggage.

The rebels were greatly surprised at our presence at
the place where we made the attack, for it was almost
in their rear. When Van Dorn learned of our opera-
tions he dispatched six regiments of cavalry to the
scene of conflict. These attacked us about 11 o’clock
A. M. A very spirited conflict of two hours’ duration
ensued, the rebels striving hard to regain their losses
of the morning; but Col. Hatch dispatched company
“M,” Lieut. Hamilton commanding, back to the bridge
across the Yocona river, and then with the rest of the
brigade he safely returned with the prisoners and plun-
der. Among our wounded in this action were Lieut.
Reed and Sergt. Fickel, of company “K;” also, one
man killed and one wounded from company “ A.”

At the close of this action one company, Capt. Moore
commanding, was sent back to Oxford with the prison.
ers, 150 in number, while the rest of the division fol-
lowed the retreating foe to Coffeeville. Col. Dickey,
of the Fourth Illinois cavalry, was now with us, and
being senior officer and chiet of cavalry, he was in
command. '

At Coffeeville, the county seat of Yallabusha county,
Miss., Van Dorn made a determined stand, bringing
his entire force of infantry, artillery and cavalry into
a line of battle to oppose our further advance. The
cavalry division, now commanded by Col. Dickey, had
already driven Van Dorn sixty miles without the aid
of infantry support, and had sent 1,500 of his forces to
the rear as prisoners. Dickey’s command numbered
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but 2,500 strong; Van Dorn commanded over four times
this number, and now that he had formed his line of
battle on advantageous ground, Cols. Lee and Hatch
both demurred to Col. Dickey’s order to advance.
But like most commanders who do little fighting them-
selves, he was immovable in his determination to fight
Van Dorn there; hence he ordered the command for-
ward. Lee had the advance, and he made the attack
with great coolness, but so overwhelming were the odds
against him that his brave followers were forced back,
and their artillery came very near heing captured. One
battalion of the Second Iowa, under Major Love, was
detached as guard for Col. Lee’s battery, which con
sisted of a part of the Second Illinois artillery. This
battalion, consisting of companies “B,” “D,” “EF”
and “I,” saved the battery by repulsing a desperatc
charge from a greatly superior force of rebel infantry.,
As Col. Lee fell back Col. Hatch brought his brigade
to his support, and by dint of hard fighting they suc
ceeded in making good their retreat. But I should nof
fail to state that no sooner did Col. Dickey see his
forces overpowered than he discovered that /s presence
was needed af the rear, whither he went, leaving Cols
Lee and Hatch to get the forces out as best they could
The loss of the Second Iowa in this encounter wa;
twenty-two. We now fell back to the Yocono river
where we waited the arrival of the infantry.

On the 14th of December, 1862, Dickey again lef
camp on Yocona, with our division of cavalry, anc
moving southeast we soon struck the Mobile and Ohic
railroad at Tupello, Miss. The Second Iowa, Majo
Coon commanding, made a dash upon Camargo station
which place they reached in time to fire into, but no
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to eapture, the southern bound train of cars. The
railroad was reduced to a complete wreck, after which
we dashed into Okolona, where we burned ten thousand
bushels of -confederate corn and alarge amount of com-
missary stores, and ecaptured’ thirty prisoners. With
these prisoners we returned to the main column near
Pontotoc.

As the column passed Pontotoc on their homeward
march, we learned that a cavalry force of 10,000 strong,
under Van Dorn, had passed there but one hour before,
on their way to Grant’s base of supplies at Holly
Springs.  Our force, thqugh toe small to defeat Van
Dorn with his 10,000 followers, was yet amply strong
to harrass and detain him until notice could be given
the garrison at Holly Springs of his" approach, and
proper means of defense employed. Hatch wished to
pursue this course, but Dickey would not allow it, and
we rapidly moved towards our camp, leaving Van Dorn
to go his way undisturbed. The result of this blunder
was the success of Van Dorn at Holly Springs, and
the consequent abandonment of the campaign by Gen.
Grant. Dickey now threw up his commission, and the
next we learned of him he was making copperhead
speeches in Illinois, a business for which he was much
better fitted than a leader of cavalry raids.

On the 21st of December, 1862, our brigade, Col.
Hatch commanding, was again on the move. We
reached Coffeeville on the 22d, and there commenced
destroying the Mississippi Central railroad. We were
now the rear guard of Grant’s retreating almy We
reduced the road to a complete Wreck as far back as to
the Tallahatchie river.

On the 25th Hatch again started in the direction
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of Okolona with a view of trying to intercept Var
Dorn’s march, for he was now retreating :before Col
Lee. We could not overtake the rapidly retreating
rebel force, however, and returned to camp, whicl
place we reached on the 28th. 'We were in great neec
of rest, as the reader will readily believe when tolc
that our marches for the last thirty days had averagec
forty-one and a half miles per day. We fell back tc
La Grange, Tenn., where we went into winter quarters
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CHAPTER VII.

First Bringe BurNing Raip 1v 1868—GrigrsoN Raip—Fierr ar Paro Avrro
aAND BirmingRAM—ExrrLoits oF Coxpany “G"—Exproits or MiLis axp
oTHERS OF CoMPANY * A "—CrossiNg Tippar RivEr—LovaLty or Bracxs—
SeNaToBIA TRIP—GEN. CHALMER'S HoOoPED SKIRT AND Corx CoB Pipe.

On the 10th of March, 1863, the Second Iowa, Col.
Hatch commanding, started on the first raid of our
spring campaign. The object of the raid was the des-
truction of a railroad bridge across the Tallahatchie
river, near Waterford. The bridge was reached on
the 11th and burned. A large supply of lead which
had been collected there to be transported to rebel ar-
mories, was also destroyed. IHatch then turned towards
camp. We bivouaced for the night of the 12th three
miles south of Holly Springs. We had been in the
saddle near all the time thirty-six hours previous to
this halt, and were hence much needing repose. We
were not to be allowed to take it, however, that night,
for scarcely was our supper over before a citizen living
near Waterford came into camp, and voluntarily inform-
ed Col. Hatch that Brig.-Gen. Chalmers, with his brig-
ade, and Col. Faulkner, with his regiment, and a
battalion of Texas Legions, had prepared an ambuscade
for us in a swamp between our camp and Holly Springs.
As Hatch had no ambulances along, or other conven-
iences for caring for the wounded, which he must ex-
pect to have if he gave battle, he determined to give
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these watchers the go by; hence he directed us to sad-
dle up and move out in silence, and by the guidance of
the citizen who had warned him of his danger, he made
a successful circuit around the ambushed foe, and by
marching all night and all the next day, we reached
camp in safety, though much exhausted, having been in
the saddle nearly all the time for three days and two
nights. The citizen who told us of this ambuscade was
afterwards arrested by the confederates, and came very
near paying for his patriotism with his life. is gold,
however, saved him.  After this a battalion of the reg-
iment was kept on patrol all the time after Col. Street
and his guerrilla band, which then infested the vicinity
of La Grange. During the month of March the Sec-
ond Jowa marched 350 miles and captured a large
number of horses and a goodly number of prisoners,
without loss. 'We were kept busily employed in these
lesser raids until the 17th of April, 1863.

Col. Hatch had now prepared to move with the brig-
ade down through Central Mississippi, to the rear of
Vicksburg, cut the railroad communications with the
rebel army there, and then move on through to the
federal lines of the “ Department of the Gulf.”” The
orders for this march were circulated on the afternoon
of the 16th of April; the column was to move at 3
o'clock on the morning of the 17th. The midnight
train that night brought to us Col. B. II. Grierson, of
the Sixth Illinois cavalry, who had been to Illinois on
furlough. As his commission was older than that of
Hatcl'’s, he assumed command of the expedition, and
Col. H. took command of the Second Iowa.

On the 18th Hatch left Grierson, and moved through
Ripley and Molino, where he had a slight skirmish
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with Smith’s regiment of Partisan Rangers; thence
southwest forming a junction with Col. Grierson, on the
19th, five miles below Pontotoc, Miss. There Major
Love was detached with a portion of the regiment to
return to La Grange. This reduced Hatch’s command
to about 500 men. The brigade now moved in one
column until they reached the junction of the roads
leading to Louisville, West Point and Columbus. Here
Col. Grierson, with the Sixth and Seventh Illinois cav-
alry, and three 2-pound cannon, moved southward, while
Hatch, with the Second Iowa and one 2-pound cannon,
moved towards Columbus. He sent company “E,” of
the Second Iowa, with the cannon, a short distance on
the road taken by Grierson. This patrol returned in
column of fours, thus obliterating all the outward
bound tracks. The cannon was turned in the road in
four different places, thus making their tracks corres-
pond with the four pieces of artillery which Grierson
had with the expedition. The object of this was to
deceive the rebels, who were following us, into the be-
lief that the entire column had taken the Columbus
road. The ruse worked well. Hatch now moved to
Palo Alto, where he halted and fed.

The enemy, under Gen. Golson, had been massing in
our rear with a view of capturing us while crossing the
Hooka river. Our column had been inspected at every
house we passed by women and old men, and from
these Gen. Golson had learned our exact strength and
kind of arms. He had with him Smith’s partisan reg-
iment, Bartoe’s regiment and Inge’s battalion, while an
Alabama regiment, with artillery, was in our front.
The principal object of Hatch’s movement was to de-
coy this force to the east, and thus give Grierson time
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to get well under way. We moved from our bivouac at
Palo Alto about noon on the 21st of April. While we
were halted there Golson had arrived with his force at
the junction of the roads, and patroled the road taken
by Grierson until convinced that the column had all
taken the Columbus road, when he moved in that di-
rection. He reached Palo Alto and made the attack
just as we were moving out, while company “ E,” which
had just arrived, was yet unbridled. Company “H?”
was on picket. They gallantly repulsed the first
charge made by the rebels, and aided by company
“E,) held the enemy in check until Hatch could form
a line, which he did in the edge of timber, where his
men, being covered by the trees, could command with
their rifles the open field in their front, across which
the enemy must advance. Our little cannon was placed
in a favorable position and did good service, notwith-
standing the rebels had made their brags at a house at
the edge of the field that they wanted but three min-
utes in which to capture it.

The rebels formed beyond rifle range, and came down
on a charge. Our boys kept the cover of the trees
until they were within short range, when they opened
upon them such a murderous fire from their trusty re
volving rifles that they were not only repulsed, but
stampeded and scattered all over the woods. The
rebels acknowledged a loss of twenty-five in this skir.
mish, and citizens said their loss was much heavier.
Owing to the'completeness of our cover not a drop of
Yankee blood was shed.

Hatch now moved north until near the Tippah river,
where the rebels were waiting for us at the ford, when
he took across a field to the right. We marched for a
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long distance without a road of any kind. When we
came to a ditch the boys would lift the cannon over
by hand. The naked gun weighed 140 pounds, and
the carriage could be so taken apart that the gun was
heavier than any piece about it. We soon entered a
a large swamp, through which we traveled by an ob-
scure path, guided by a negro until we struck the -
river some miles below the ford the rebels were guard-
ing. Here Hatch found some flood-wood lodged
against a fallen tree ; with this he constructed a rude
foot-bridge, and we unsaddled our horses and each
trooper carried his saddle across the bridge on his back.
The bank on the side from which the horses must enter
was about six feet above the stream and very nearly
perpendicular. Three or four troopers would seize each
horse and throw him into the stream, when they would,
by the aid of long poles, compel him to swim to the
opposite bank, where two men stood hip deep in water
to aid him up the bank. In this way the entire com-
mand was crossed in safety, between the hours of 10
o’clock p. a., and 3 o’clock A. ., of as dark a night as
I ever experienced. Large bonfires were built on each
bank to expel the darkness. The cannon was taken to
pieces and hauled across by means of a rope. As soon
as the column was all over, we saddled up and moved
out, and before daylight we were several miles in the
rear of the rebel force stationed at the ford.

We moved towards Okolona, where the rebels had
eight pieces of artillery, but so completely had Hatch
fooled them as to the objective point of his march, that
the enemy, designed for support for their guns, had
been all despatched to various points to oppose us, and
now that we were rapidly nearing Okolona, they were
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obliged to run their cannon South for safety. We
charged into the town just before sunset, where we
burned thirty barracks filled with Confederate British
stamped cotton. This done we moved five miles out of
town and camped for the night on a wealthy plantation,
which afforded everything we needed both for animals
- and men. We were in the saddle early on the morning
of the 23d, and before noon we had marched to all
points of the compass, thus baffling all attempts on the
part of the enemy to keep track of us. Most of this
day and the next were spent in skirmishing through the
large swamps, in which Central Mississippi everywhere
abounds. These swamps were filled with horses and
mules which had been run there by the affrighted citi-
zens, and placed in charge of their most trusty servants,
to keep them from thehated Yankees. These servants,
with commendable shrewdness, pretended to credit all
the tales of horror, relative to Yankee deeds of barbar-
ity to the blacks, told them by their masters in order to
deter them from leaving with our forces. Now that we
were where these fellows could claim our protection,
however, they threw off the mask, and hurrying to wus,
proffered their services as guides to the coverts of these
animals, gladly accepting our offer of the privilege of
accompanying us and leading our captured stock. In
this way we soon accumulated 600 head of horses and
mules, with about 200 able bodied negroes to lead
them. As the colored women and children could not
be taken along, they expressed their feeling towards us
by running out to the road, as we passed, with a bowl
of milk or a pone of corn bread and slice of meat, and
the heartfelt De Good Lord bless you, Massa, which ac-
companied these offerings, left no room to doubt their
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loyalty to our cause. They did not understand all the
minutia of the acts of our Government relative to their
condition as slaves, but all believed that their freedom
from bondage in some way depended on the success of
our arms, hence they were anxious to aid us in any way
in their power.

‘When the attack was made on us at Palo Alto, 1st
Serg't A. R. Clark, company “G,” with twenty-five
men was on the flank in search of horses. They cap-
tured thirty horses and as many negroes and returned
to the road where they expected to find the column,
when to their surprise they found that during their ab-
sence the Palo Alto skirmish had taken place, and that
Hatch was gone, they knew not whither, while they
were in the rear of the rebel army. Privates Jas.
Kennedy and C. C. Eves, of company “ G,” struck the
rebels’ rear so closely as to preclude the possibility of
retreat. Kennedy, the reader will remember, was
wounded and captured on the Boonville raid in the
spring of 1862, he had therefore tasted the joys of
Southern prisons, and had no curiosity to satisfy in this
respect. e dashed furiously foward along the rebel
lines, followed by Eves, shouting in an officer like tone:
Form a line, men ; the Yankees are coming in the rear.
The rebels fooled by this trick, mistook him for a Con-
federate officer, and he rode in safety along the entire
column of one-third of a mile in length, and joined our
forces in safety. Eves’ mule fell with him and he was
captured. Serg’t Clark, with the balance of his com.
mand, moved around by the flank. They marched
sixty miles in seven hours, encountering the rebels at
all points, and loosing their train of horses and negroes,
and five prisoners. They reached Hatch’s column
while he was crossing the Tippah river.
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As Col. Hatch neared Birmingham, April 24th, he
sent Maj. Coon off on a reconnoissance to our left with
six companies, while he, with the other four companies,
the prisoners, thirty-one in number, and the captured
horses, mules and negroes, moved on to Birmingham.
Col. Bartoe had been following us for some time with
Smith’s Partizan Rangers, his own regiment and the
Second Alabama Mounted Infantry. Now that Hatch
was reduced to but four companies, and incumbered
with such a train of plunder, Bartoe thought this his
time to relieve him of his train, if not to capture the
guard. He therefore attacked our rear just as we
reached Birmingham ; company “C” were rear guard
at the time, Lieut. Connor commanding. This gallant
officer quickly dismounted his company, and forming
them across the road, they, by the aid of their revolv-
ing rifles, succeeded in checking three separate charges
made upon them by Smith’s Partizan Rangers. The
enemy now attempted a flank movement, when compa-
ny “C” fell back upon the column. Col. Hatch
formed a line with all that he could dismount of com-
panies “ A” and “C.” This line numbered only sixty-
Jive men armed with Colt’s revolving rifle, and one
2-pound cannon, manned by a corporal and five men of
the Second Illinois artillery. On one flank of this bat-
tle line he placed seven of company “ E” mounted, and
on the other flank were placed seven of company “K”
mounted ; the balance of these companies were detailed
to guard the prisoners and train. The fighting line
thus formed, as the reader will see, numbered just
eightyfive. In the centre of this line Hatch took his
position mounted. Bartoe formed his men and coming
upon our céntre on a charge, was handsomly repulsed ;
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rallying his men he tried a flank movement, but Hatch
checkmated this by falling back too rapidly to allow
the enemy to pass his flank, hence they again tried his
centre but with no better success than before, when
they discontinued the attempt. In this engagement,
as at Palo Alto, Hatch kept his troops so well covered
that he lost none. 'The rebel loss was thirty as shown
by their own reports.

‘We now fell back without farther fighting to La
Grange. When about fifteen miles from Federal lines
we halted to feed ; while there Hatch sent his orderly,
Chas. H. Ellithorps, of company “ L,” with an order to
the picket, distant about one mile. On his return he
was mortally wounded by a ball from a squirrel rifle in
the hands of a guerrilla, who stole up to the roadside
for the purpose of committing the murder; this wasall
the man Hatch had killed or wounded on the entire
trip.

On the 23rd, while the column was near Okolona,
bugler Amos Mills, and privates John Shafer and
Geo. Ridgeway, of company “ A’ were detached from
the column in search of forage, when upon their return
they reached the road where they expected to find the
column, they came upon the rear guard of the enemy’s
forces. As they were between the rear of the main
rebel column and the rear guard, they charged after
the guard who fled farther to the rear at their approach.
In this chase the boys captured one man, and made two
more drop th.eir guns, while they drove six from under
their hats. They now struck northward, first telling
their prisoner that they would spare his life only on
condition of his giving his parol of honor that he
would in no way betray them while on their way to
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camp. He gave this parol and therefore they took
him along unmolested. After riding about three
miles farther, they stopped at a house and changed
their clothes for such as the Confederates wore. At
Pontotoc they encountered seven rebels; they passed
themselves off to these as Bartoe’s scouts, their pris-
oner faithfully keeping his parol with them. At
Harrisburg they encountered a second squad of Con-
federates, but passed them as they had done the
others. At Tupelo they were in sight of rebel
pickets but left them to their right. When three
miles North of Tupelo they came upon Lieut. Rains,
one of Forrest's spies, whom they captured, and mak-
ing him give the same parol as the other they took
him with them. . When near Baldwin they moved off
into thre brush and fed their jaded horses five ears of
corn each, and rested a little more than an hour when
they resumed their march. They reached the pickets
of the Sixty-Sixth Illinois, at Camp Davis, near Corinth,
on the evening of the second day after they left the col-
umn. They had marched 130 miles without food or sleep
and with but five ears of corn each for their horses. The
Colonel of the Sixty-Sixth Illinois received them with
kindness, gave them a good dinner and a pass to Co-
rinth, where they turned over their prisoners, and tak-
ing the cars rejoined the regiment at La Grange.

A new brigade, consisting of the Second Iowa
Cavalry, the Second Tennessee Cavalry, the Sixth Iowa
Mounted Infantry and four pieces of artillery, was
now organized at La Grange. This'brigade, Col. Hatch
commanding, left La Grange on the 29th of April, and
taking southward passed Chestersville, where we broke
up a conscript camp. We penetrated the country as

*
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far as Okolona, when finding nothing to fight,.we re-
turned to camp with 300 captured horses and mules,
twenty-three prisoners, and the usual compliment of
black Yankees, as the rebels call their slaves who go
with the Federal army. We marched 200 miles and
reached camp, May 5th, having been out seven days.

On the 11th of May, our brigade, Col. Hatch com-
manding, was again on the war path. We went to Sena-
tobia this time to offer Chalmers battle on his own
ground, if perchance he would donce at a ball of our
making upon any terms. Nothing of importance trans-
pired until.we reached Senatobia, where we struck the
Second Missouri cavalry ; while a part of the force en-
gaged these, Col. Coon with the Second Iowa, made a
rapid march to the enemy’s rear for the purpose of try-
ing to get between them and the river, but they were
too fast on a retreat to be overtaken. At Senatobia we
captured a rebel mail and a telegraph operator with
dispatches.

Finding that Chalmers was rapidly retreating south,
and in despair of getting a fight out of him, Hatch
started back for camp. Now that we were falling back,
Chalmers became suddenly valiant, and coming to an
about face he started after us, telling the citizens on the
route that he felt sure of his ability to capture Hatch
and his thieves as soon as we should reach a favorable
place of attack, known as Wall IHill. So confident did
the citizens feel that he would keep his promise in this
respect, that they prepared a reception for him when he
should return on his triumphant march. Accordingly
as we neared the designated spot on the 25th of May,
therear was suddenly and furiously assaulted. Company

“(C,” who was rear guard, gallantly repulsed the charge
8



58 HISTORY OF THE

without loss. It was repeated, however, with so much
fury, that Hatch found it necessary to halt and form a
line, as companies “C” and “G” were being over-
whelmed by numbers. Our artillery wasadvantageously
planted, and the Sixth Iowa detailed to support it.
Chalmers was well supplied with artillery which he also
threw into position on a favorable locality. Our gun
ners fired with so much precision that the rebel guns
were silenced in ten minutes. No sooner did Chalmers
see our forces in a line of battle, than he beat- an igno.
minous retreat, although he greatly outnumbered us.
So disgusted were the citizens at this failure, that the
ladies about Senatobia presented Chalmers with a
hooped skirt and corn-cob pipe as tokens of their regard
for him as an officer. Our loss in this skirmish was
three wounded and six missing. We reached La
Grange on the 15th with sixty prisoners, 600 horses and
mules, and 400 blacks. We were out five days and
marched 180 miles.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Li GrANGE AND THE CAMP THERE— MIzNER'S RaIp T0 PaNoLa—Coupany “K 7
SENT Back—TRANSPORTS FIRED INTO—PROPERTY BURNED iN RETALIATION—
Scour 10 JACKsON, TENNESSEE—BATTLE THERE—EXPLOITS 0F CoMPANIES “L "
AND ‘M "——DgSPERATION OF A REBEL—LIEUT. BANDY WiTH DISPATCH~—GRANADA
Trip—LarGE DEsTRUCTION OF ROLLING STOCK.

As there was a prospect of our spending the most of
the hot season at La Grange, we constructed a nice
camp, building comfortable shades over all the tents of
the men as well as over the stables. La Grange before
ruined by the devastating presence of armies, was one
of the pleasantest inland towns in Northern Mississippi.
It is the county seat of Fayette county, beautifully sit-
uated upon high ground, on the Memphis and Charles-
ton railroad, fifty miles from Memphis. It is well wa-
tered by springs, and also by Wolf river, which flows
past but a short distance south of town. - Sanitary
agents regarded it as the most healthy camping ground
occupied by any part of Grant’s army. With these
natural advantages in locality, added to all that skill
could do to render our camp agreeable, we here spent a
very happy summer.

On the 5th of June the regiment, Col. Coon com-
manding, was again sent out with five days’ rations.
They reached camp on the 10th, having been down to
the left of the railroad, towards the Mississippi river;
nothing worthy of note occurred on this march. Col.
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Coon sustained no loss, but brought back a few prison-
ers and a few negroes, also a small number of captured
horses and mules.

The Sixth Iowa infantry were now dismounted and
taken from our brigade, being sent by boat to Vicks.
burg. We were sorry to part with these brave fellows,
but the good of the service required the change, besides
the transfer gave their excellent Colonel, John Corse, a
better chance to develop his military genius. But the
history of this brave leader of the brave needs no com-
ment from my pen.

On the 16th of June we were again on the wing with
six days’ rations. Our force now consisted of the First
and Second Brigades cavalry division, Col. Mizner com-
manding, Col. Coon as usual commanding the Second
Towa. We struck sontheast to the Tallahatchie river
at Wyette where we crossed by swimming the animals.
A raft was hastily constructed out of the lumber taken
from a house near by, upon which the cannon and wagon
train were conveyed over. We crossed on the 18th, and
moving down the river reached the rear of Panola about
10 o’clock, a. a.,, onthe 19th. This was Gen. Chalmers
Headquarters, and as he commanded a force equal in
numerical strength to ours, we reasonably expected at
least a show of defense, but we were disappointed in
this, for he fled at our approach, leaving but a picket
at Panola, We entered the town after a brief shirmish.
In the town we found a few tents and a little ammuni-
tion which had been abandoned by the enemy. Com-
pany “K,” Second Towa, Capt. Chas. P. Moore com-
manding, were now detailed to bear a dispatch to the
Federal lines, The nearest point where he could strike
these lines was at Germantown, eighty miles from Pa-
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nola, his point of departure from the columm. The trip
was hazardous, for his course took him within two miles
of a rebel camp of eighty-five men, while his force num-
bered but thirtyfive; besides this he had, when near
this rebel camp, to cross Cold Water and Pidgeon Roost
creeks. These crossings were so difficult that five reso-
lute men could have held either of them against- his
entire force. When near the rebel camp, Corp’l G. R.
Bradley, commanding advance videttes, came suddenly
upon and captured the rebel Captain commanding the
Confederate forces of the vicinity. With this prisoner
Moore reached Germantown in safety, thirty hours after
leaving Panola. When Chalmers left his camp at Pa-
nola, he sent a small detachment to the Mississippi river ;
these barbarians fired into a transport,killing one woman
and two children. By way of retalliation for this out-
rage, the Second Iowa were ordered to burn all the
property found in the vicinity of the depredations,
sparing nothing save the dwellings which sheltered wo-
men and children. The country thus doomed was of
great wealth, and the amount of property destroyed in
compliance to the order, immense. Millions of dollars
worth of cotton, grain and meat, together with many
miles of fencing and thousands of outbuildings, fell be-
fore the circling flames. Rebel papers place the loss in
thisburning at $15,000,000. The expeditionnow returned
to camp, which they reached onthe 24th of June, bring-
ing with them a few prisoners, and 1,000 head of horses
and mules, and as many negroes.

About the 1st of July, Gen. Forrest moved his force
into Middle Tennessee, taking up his Headquarters at
Jackson. His men were kept raiding over the country,
gathering up conseripts and barbarously persecuting
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every Union citizen who might fall into their power.
On the 12th of July, Col. Hatch took our brigade and
a detachment of the Ninth Illinois mounted infantry,
and proceeded to Jackson for the purpose of driving
Forrest fromthe place. Hatch’s force numbered 1,300 ;
Forrest’s was supposed to number 2,200. But our boys
were better armed than the Confederates, and hence
feared not their greater numbers. Inthe Forkeddeer
river bottom, near Jackson, were no less than nineteen
bridges across which Hatch must go before he could
reach the main fortifications held by the rebels. For-
rest contested the advance of the Union forces at all of
these bridges, but the Third Michigan cavalry, who
were in advance, pressed them steadily back, unassist-
ed until they reached the last one, where the resist-
ance was so obstinate that the Ninth Illinois infantry
were brought into action as support, when the bridge
was soon carried. The Union forces now formed in
front of the breastworks and quickly carried them by
assault. Our artillery, Lieut. Reed, of the Second
Iowa, commanding, got into position so near as to
command the town. Major Coon, commanding Second
Iowa, ordered company “M,”’ Lieut. Hamilton, and
company ‘““L,” Lieut. Dunham commanding, to charge
the town. As these companies entered they separated,
Lieut. Hamilton taking one street and Lieut. Dunham
another. The town was completely full of the enemy,
and this little charging force soon found that theirs was
no easy task. The foe, who were dismounted, fired
upon them from coverts on every side, but the chargers
checked not, and were soon rewarded for their intrepid.
ity by seeing the foe fly panic stricken in every direc-
tion. The horse rode by Lieut. Humphrey, of company
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“M,” becoming unmanageable, dashed with its rider
into the midst of a squad of over fifty rebels. Serg't
R. M. Wallace and private Samuel Gibson, of company
“M,” seeing their Lieutenant thus in danger, spurred af-
ter him. The Lieutenant’s horse was killed and he
was severely wounded, but so gallantly was he de-
fended by the sabres of these two men, that the enemy
were prevented from capturing him until Lieut. Hamil-
ton could come to their aid with the balance of the com-
pany, when the rebels were repulsed with a loss of
twelve prisoners. Serg’t James Crawford, of company
“L,” with five men, charged down one street, unsupport-
ed; after capturing six prisoners they came upon a
company of the enemy’s pickets, drove them off, taking
the post with one vidette.

A little incident occurred here which deserves notice
as showing the desperation with which some men will
fight rather than surrender to a hated foe. During
the charge just recorded, a squad of company “L”
overtook a rebel trooper and ordered him to surren-
der; he refused with an oath; one of the boys fired,
the ball passing through the rebel’s body; he still
urged his steed onward, refusing the summons to sur-
render ; two more balls passed through him, but still he
halted not; when one of the boys, not relishing this
butchery, dashed along side of him and took his horse
by the bridle, while another one seized the bleeding
wretch by the collar and dragged him to the ground.
With a ghastly, though defiant look, he addressed his
captors as follows: “You can kill me, you can hold me,
but I never will surrender to @ d—d Yankee.” The
boys held him for a few moments, when he sank to the
ground from loss of blood.
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The victory was soon complete, the enemy flying in
every direction, hotly pursued by thefederalforces. The
Federal loss in this action was three killed and eleven
wounded ; the enemy lost in killed, wounded and pris-
oners, 178, all left in our hands. Forrest said in the
midst of this fight, that he “never had been whipped,
and never would be,” but he was soon Huatched at his
heart’s content.

Company “K,” Second Iowa, was left behind on
picket, at La Grange, when this expedition left. On
the night of the 13th, Lieut. Bandy was ordered to
take fifteen men and bear a dispatch to Hatch.
‘When they reached Bolivar they encountered a force
of guerrillas in the act of firing the bridge over the
Hatchie river. A wagon load of dry wood had been
placed. on the bridge and was in a blaze when Bandy
reached the spot. He at once ordered the charge, and
the boys dashed forward scattering the guerrillas in gay
style. The wood was hastily thrown from the bridge
and the fire extinguished. Bandy then pushed on with
his dispatch, which he deliveredin safety. The expe-
dition reached La Grange July 16th, bringing with
them 100 prisoners, a few horses and mules, and the
usual compliment of negroes.

After this we were allowed to enjoy our nice camp at
La Grange, interrupted only by short patrols, until Au-
gust 13th, when Col: Coon, with six companies of the
Second Iowa and a portion of the Third Michigan cav-
alry, started out on another raid. Moving south they
reached the Tippah river just at dark on the 13th. The
heavy rains had greatly swollen this stream and render-
ed the crossing very difficult, especially in the night.
On the 14th the command crossed the Tallahatchie at
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Rocky Ford.  On the 16th they crossed the Tocuapatfa
river by means of a ferry. Company “C,” Second
Towa, were the first forces across, and while the balance
crossed they moved on to Water Valley, where they
came upon a train of six Confederate army wagons,
fully equipped and in running order ; after a short skir-
mish all these teams were captured with their drivers.
That night a most terrific rain storm set in, accompa
nied by continual flashes of lightning which served to
completely blind both man and beast. It was so diffi-
cult to keep the road that horse and rider not unfre-
quently were precipitated into the ditch together, while
broken noses, lost hats and lost arms, was but the order
of the night. At midnight the column reached the
battlefield of Coffeeville, when Col. Coon, hoping the
darkness would abate, halted the column one hour, af-
ter which they again endeavored to advance, but the
darkness was so intense that a halt until daylight was
ordered. At sunrise on the morning of the 17th they
were again in the saddle, and moved on to Coffeeville
where they captured three prisoners. Taking the
Granada road the advance struck the pickets of the en-
emy two miles from Coffeeville, capturing one of them.
When six miles out they came in sight of a locomotive
which they endeavored to head off without success.
When eight miles from Granada, six locomotives and
twenty-five cars were captured. The main line of the
enemy was soon encountered and pressed back until
near the river, when they opened on our forces with six
and ten pound artillery. Col. Coon now sent two 12-
pound cannon to the front, soon after which the rebels
displayed the white flag, at the same time making good

their escape from the surrendered town, while our
9
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forces were engaged in crossing the river. With Gra-
nada, sixty locomotives and 500 cars of all kinds were
captured and burned ; also, two depots and two large
machine shops, containing a large amount of machinery ;
also, two large steam flouring mills, containing each not
less than 1,000 sacks of flour and meal; also ten flats
loaded with army wagons. The destruction was thor-
ough and complete. The force now returned to Holly
Springs, which point was reached on the 23d of August,
after an absence of thirteen days. 100 prisoners, 500
horses and 1,000 negroes were brought in on this trip.
The command marched 400 miles while out.
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CHAPTER IX

MzeyPHIS—CHURCHES AND PRAYER MEETINGS—BATTLES OF COLLIERSVILLE AND
CoLp WATER—GEN. GEORGE CaPTURED—NARROW Escape or Capr. Foster—
CamMp AT COLLIERSVILLE.

On the 27th of August, 1863, our regiment went into
camp in Memphis. While here we had little hard duty
to perform. The city afforded far greater temptations
to vice than any other place in which we had been
quartered. (ambling hells, drinking saloons and houses
of ill-fame, were to be met with on every corner, and
were the weapons used by Satan to rob the soldier of
his money and drag his soul down to the black gulf of
despair. For a time it appeared asif Satan had indeed
been “loosed for a season.”” But thank God, a spark
of divine fire could be found to burn even in Memphis.
Preaching and Sabbath Schools were constantly sustained
in the churches, where many soldiers were in regular at-
tendance, witile the U. S. Christian Commission kept a
room open in the Gayoso Block, where the soldier
could pleasantly while away an hour reading or writing
to his friends. A daily prayer meeting was also kept
up in this room by the soldiers alone, and it speaks well
for the army to state that the averaged daily attend-
ance at this meeting was greater than at any daily
prayer meeting in the United States, the Fulton street
meeting in New York excepted.
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In a military point of view, our sphere of operations
while encamped at Memphis, was very limited, for Gen.
Veach, Post Commander, would not allow us taken far
enough from the city to get a fight out of the enemy.
Hatch did not like this cooping up of the Second Jowa,
for it greatly weakened his brigade by preventing hlm
from using us on raids. About the 1st of N ovember,
Gen, Chalmers advanced with a heavy force, menacing
the railroad between Memphis and Corinth. We had
been idle for two months, with the exception of short
patrols about the city or in the surrounding country, as
far as Hernando, and now that the railroad was in dan-
ger, Gen, Veach permitted Hatch to take us to Colliers-
ville to aid in repelling an attack upon the garrison
there. We reached Colliersville at 12 o’clock, M., on
the 3d of November. The rebels, seven regiments
strong, had already driven in the pickets of the little
garrison of less than 200 of the Seventh Illinois caval-
ry, who alone held the post. These boys were armed
with but single shooting carbines, a fact which the eciti-
zens had not neglected to report to Chalmers. When
but two miles from the place, Chalmers met a citizen,
who, by virtue of his loudly professed loyalty to the
Union was permitted to pass our lines, who told him the
exact strength of the garrison and the kind of arms
they were supplied with. Confident of an almost blood-
less victory and a rich prize from the good supply of
army stores and horses known to be in camp there, the

- Confederate forces were formed for a ‘mounted charge
on the south of town, beyond rifle range. Just at this
time the Second Iowa, Lieut.-Col. Hepburn command-
ing, eame np from the north of town on a gallop. Quick-
ly dismounting the eight rifle companies, Hepburn sent
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them to the railroad across which the enemy must
charge, and which afforded fine shelter; while compa-
nies “ E” and “K” were placed on the right, mounted,
and “M7” and “ L” on the left. No sooner were these
preliminary orders for our formation executed, than the
enemy came down upon us at full speed, their right
led by Chalmers, and their left by Gen. George, of the
Mississippt Militia. The sight was truly imposing, for
their course was across an open field where their entire
line was visible. They kept their line remarkably well
dressed, while the riflemen of the Second Iowa quietly
awaited their approach, conscious of their ability to
check them when they should open. Unfortunately
they fired a moment to soon, and few fellfrom the balls
thrown. Gen. George, who supposed he was charging
single shooting carbines, now yelled to his men to
“Come on, as they have now no loads in their guns,
they will be ours before they can reload.” These
words were not out of his mouth, however, ere a second
volley, more murderous than the first, apprised him of
his error and the nature of the work he had undertaken.
His lines waver, but still follow their dauntless chief-
tain; a third volley whistled past him with murderous
effect upon his followers, who break in confusion; two
more vollies are fired at them as they leave the field.
Gen. George, however, refuses to stop, but comes mad-
ly on regardless of the leaden hail around him. With
four brave followers he reaches our lines and leaps over
the railroad, when his horse falls pierced by five balls.
Serg’t John M. Guild, of Co. “ G,” seized George by the
collar and ordered him to surrender; George refused,
saying that he would not surrender to a private, and
attempted to draw his sabre. At this, Guild raised his
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rifle and gave him to understand that if he wouldn’t
surrender to him he must fight him, when George very
prudently waived his objections and handed over his
arms ; three others, one an officer, were killed just as
they reached our lines, and one other captured. The
prisoners said they should not have attempted the cap-
ture of the place had they known that it was defended
by the Second Iowa rifles.

Simultaneously with this attack upon the centre,
Capt. Foster, conmanding companies “L” and “ M”
upon the left, was furiously assaulted by greatly supe-
rior numbers. Foster, in anticipation of this attack,
had dismounted his men and sent the horses to the
rear. 'The boys, however, had no cover, whereas the
rebels were sheltered by timber, and hence had great
advantage. The fighting here was bloody in the ex-
treme. The Captain was mounted, and at one time it
became necessary to ride along his lines, which he did
gallantly, with a loss of his horse killed under him,
pierced by two balls, three balls also passed through
his own clothes; fortunately, however, he was untouched.
His lines were forced slowly back, not, however, until
all their ammunition was exhausted did they call for
aid, when companies “ A" and “H,” Capt. Chas. C.
Horton, were sent to their support with their five
shooting rifles. (Companies “I” and “M?” were
armed with single shooting carbines.) The rebels were
now checked and in a few minutes their rout was com-
plete. Lieut.-Col. Hepburn now mounted his command
and gave chase, company “K,’ Capt. C. P. Moore
commanding, taking the advance. The chase was ex-
citing. It was ten miles to Cold Water, where the
rebels, being reinforced, made their first stand. This
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entire distance was traversed by both parties on the
gallop. Lieut. Jacob F. Bandy, commanded the ad-
vance platoon of company “K.” He overtook the rear
guard of the enemy at the edge of Cold Water bottom,
where they had attempted to make a stand. He
charged them with so much dash that they broke in
confusion, leaving their Captain wounded and a prison-
er in our hands. Our boys charged after the retreating
foe until they came face to face with the mlin line of
battle, which the enemy had by the aid of reinforce-
ments been able to form on the bank of Cold Water
creek. The skirmish line was on the north side of the
stream, which was the side from which Bandy was ad-
vancing, while their main line was on the south side.
As the creek was very diflicult to cross, this gave the
enemy great advantage. Asit was now after dark,
Bandy with his platoon of sixteen men ran up to within
ten or fifteen steps of the rebel line before he discovered
them. He was not long left in ignorance as to their
position, however, for no sooner had he attained this
distance, than he was received by a volley from the en-
tire line of several thousand ; but fortunately their aim
was too high and no one was hurt, while the light made
by the flash of the guns, revealed the situation and
force of the enemy. Although Bandy had but sixteen
men, while the enemy were numbered by thousands, he
did not give back, but springing from the horses, the
boys took shelter behind trees, logs and stumps, and
awaiting the fire of the enemy’s guns to give them
light, they used their carbines to a good purpose, while
the main force was formed and sent up to their support.
For an hour the fighting was sharp, each side firing at
the blaze of the others guns, when finding that nothing
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could be gained by continuing the contest, Hepburn
ordered the forces to be withdrawn. Capt. Chas. C.
Horton was wounded in this action. The forces fell
back to the first plantation and camped for the night.
The next morning Hatch came up with the balance of
the brigade, and the pursuit was continued until the en-
emy reached the south side of the Tallahatchie, after
which the brigade returned by way of La Grange, where
they rem#ed for several days. The Federal loss in
this campaign was five killed, twelve wounded and
twenty missing. The enemy left forty-one dead on the
field, and we captured fifty prisoners; their wounded
could not fall short of 200. Among the prisoners were
eight commissioned officers, including one Brigadier
General. We found our camp equipage at Colliers-

ville, which place we reached on the 14th of November,
1863.




_SECOND IOWA CAVALRY. 73

CHAPTER X.

GEN. 3. D. LEe ar Oxrorp—IHAtcH’S MOVEMENT INTO TENNESSEB—FORAGING—
CoL. MoseBY — SKIRMISH AT SAULSBURY—DBATTLE oF Moscow—CoL. Ilarcm
W ouNDED—FoRREST IN TENNESSEE—TUTTLE RaID,

The Confederate forces had been foiled twice in their
attempts to gain a footing on the Memphis and Charles-
ton railroad, and feeling much chagrined at their fail.
ure, they determined upon a more powerful and more
successful attempt. For this purpose, they massed a
large force of veteran troops at Oxford, Mississippi,
under the command of Brig.-Gen. S. D. Lee, who en-
joyed an enviable reputation in the South as a gallant
and skillful cavalry officer. For several days Colonel
Hatch waited impatiently for an attack from this new
champion, but Lee appeared very loth to risk a battle;
Hatch, therefore, determined to, if possible, hasten the
desired collision. For this purpose he ordered nearly
all the cavalry stationed along the railroad, to prepare
for a ten days’ march; accordingly on the morning of
November 26th, our brigade, consisting of the Second
Iowa and Sixth and Ninth Illinois cavalry, with eight
pieces of artillery, Col. Hatch commanding, moved out,
taking a northeast course; this took us into the rich
fertile region of West Tennessee. Two days’ march
found us in the vicinity of Covington, where we added
greatly to our stock of good horses, and fared sumptu-
qously upon the chickens, turkeys, fresh pork, sweet

1
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potatoes, dried fruits, jellies, preserves, sweetcakes, mo-
Jasses and honey, in which the storehouses of the
wealthy planters of the vicinity abounded, and which
the boys confiscated in quantities sufficient to appease
the appetites of the most gluttonous. The looks and
feelings of fair belles and worthy dames as they saw
their eatables, preserved with so much care for the re-
ception dinners for their own sons and lovers when
they should return from the wars, thus vanish before the
touch of the hated Yanlkee thicves, as they called us, can
be better imagined than described. IHe who has never
seell an army fouwmo upon a well supplied enemy’s
country, can form but a faint conception of the destrue-
tion which attends it. Every trooper is his own com-
missary, and takes if he can find it, as much as he
pleases of such as he likes. Hence, but the best of any
article is eaten, while all will be destroyed by culling.
A hog will be slaughtered for the hams, or a stand of
bees destroyed for but a few pounds of honey ; hence,
although much is eaten, far more is wasted.

On the 30th of November, eleven companies of the
Second Iowa, Capt. Graves commanding, camped for
the night on the plantation of one Col. Moseby. The
Colonel had just completed the butchery of twenty-four
fine fat hogs. As the column came up, Moseby—for he
was not at this time a soldier—came out, and with a
view of saving his property through the intercession of
the commanding officer, he received the Captain com:
manding and the officers of his staff after the most im-
proved pattern of Southern chivalry. Champagne,
wines, brandy and oysters crowded the table to which
they were invited. The Colonel now asked his guests
to look at his fine supply of pork, with a view of asking
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for a guard for the same. Imagine his surprise upon
reaching the smokehouse, to find that he had not meat
enough left for a breakfast for his guests. The boys
 had carried every hog to their company grounds, where
they were busy cooking the best of each upon fires
' made from the Colonel’s fence rails. ’Tis but just to
add that the boys, most of them, thought they were
feasting off of the supplies of Col. Moseby, the guerrilla
chief of Potomac notoriety, or they would perhaps have
been a little easier with him.

‘While thus engaged, Gen. Lee thinking this his time,
made an advance in force, and the 1st of December saw
us rapidly moving towards Pocahontas, Tennessee,
some twenty miles west of Corinth, where it was sup-
posed Lee would strike. We reached Middletown,
eight miles east of Pocahontas, at dark on the 2d. Soon
the evening train for Memphis returned with the intel-
ligence that the rebels had struck the road at Sauls-
bury, where they narrowly escaped capture. A little
past midnight we were moving towards the point now
held by Lee. We reached the rebel pickets two hours
before day, about five miles east of Saulsbury. The
rebels contested every foot of the ground, but fell
slowly, though stubbornly, back before the rifles of the
Second Iowa, until they were near Saulsbury, where
Lee showed a strong line of battle of some two miles
in length. His position was selected in the edge of a
large open field. Hatch, who had not more than one-
fourth as many men as Lee showed, formed his forces
on the other side of the field, so as to make the greatest
possible display of numbers, at the same time, continu-
ally pushing the enemy’s flanks, while he engaged his
centre with artillery. Thus arranged, Hatch waited the
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arrival of Gen. Tuttle, who was coming up with in-
fantry support. For two hours the two lines thus con-
fronted each other, waiting but for the will of their
leaders to rush to the deadly conflict. Just before Gen.
Tuttle arrived, however, Lee ordered a retreat. While
pursuing the rebels before daylight, the two lines often
came within speaking distance of each other. At such
times the boys, on each side, were free with their jests
and taunts to each other. At one time, when the rebels
were retreating rather lively, one of our boys thus ad-
dressed the Captain of the rear guard: “IHallo, Cap.;
your men ain’t worth a d—m to fight; we ave clear
give out running after them; do try and get them to
stand until we give them a round.” The Captain
pushed on, however, heedless of the taunts of his pur-
suers. Our loss in this skirmish was one wounded ;
they left two dead behind them.

Lee now moved south and west, while ITatch moved
down the railroad to La Grange. On the 4th, Lee
made a feint upon La Grange, while with the principal
column, 5,000 strong, he moved by a rapid march upon
Moscow, which place was garrisoned by one regiment
of colored troops, the Second West Tennessee A. D.,
Col. Frank Kendrick, formerly a Major in the Second
Towa cavalry, commanding. Hatch was not to be
fooled by such feints, and rightly divining the real
- point of attack, he rushed his brigade down the railroad
to Moscow, with all possible speed. The Sixth Illinois
cavalry were some distance in the advance, and as they
rushed across the bridge over Wolf river, they were
ambushed by a superior force,and sustained a heavy
loss 1n horses and men, before succor reached them.
The enemy followed up the advantage thus gained, by
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a desperate attempt to gain possession of the bridge,
which done, the day would be, they thought, easily
won, for Lee had 5,000 good men, whereas Hatch had
not over 1,300, aided by perhaps 500 colored troops.
Hatch now arrived at the bridge, and throwing his en-
tire force into the conflict, succeeded in driving back
the foe. The fighting was desperate, and the roar of
the cannon and small arms, deafening. In the midst of
this struggle, Col. Hatch was shot through the right
lung, a very dangerous wound. So engrossed in the
battle was he, that he refused to give up the command
or leave the field, though the ball had passed entirely
through his body. Ordering an ambulance to the spot,
he was placed therein and driven from point to point
on the field, while he directed the movements of the
men. In this way he fought and won the battle, driv-
ing Lee from the field. Hatch’s loss was eleven killed,
thirty wounded and forty missing. ILee left sixty of
his dead on the field, in our hands. We were out on
this trip ten days, and marched 180 miles. After the
battle the regiment returned to camp at Colliersville.

During the skirmish at Saulshury, Gen. Forrest
crossed the railroad and went North with 3,000 men.
The object of this was to obtain possession of a large
force of conscripts his agents had collected in Middle
Tennessee, and take them through our lines to Lee’s
headquarters at Oxford. To checkmate this move, the
cavalry along the railroad between Memphis and
Corinth, were ordered out on the 22d of December, with
ten days’ rations; Gen. Grierson commanding cavalry
division, Maj. D. E. Coon commanding Hatch's brigade,
while Capt. Graves commanded the Second Towa. The
infantry were also ordered out, Gen. Tuttle being in
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command of all. Forrest’s force amounted to 3,000
regular soldiers, with 8,000 conscripts, 5,000 of whom
were armed, the balance were under guard. Tuttle’s
command consisted of at least 20,000 veteran troops,
well supplied with artillery. Yet strange to tell, we
were kept huddled together under the guns of the fort
at Grand Junction, while the Seventh Illinois cavalry
were overpowered and badly cut up near Bolivar, and
while Forrest leisurely moved to Lafayette, where he
overpowered the light picket left there and crossed the
railroad in safety with all his plunder. Twenty-four
hours after Forrest got safely through our lines, the
cavalry were started in pursuit. Maj. Coon, with our
brigade, followed rapidly, and after twenty-four hours’
chase, he was in a fair way to catch the fugitives, when
he received positive orders to countermarch, which we
did, reaching camp December 31st, very much disgusted
with army life. All expressed a strong hope that we
might have no more raiding to do until our old leader,
Ed. Hatch, should be again able to command us. While
we were out on this trip, our camp at Colliersville was
left in charge of Capt. Foster, of company “M.”  After
crossing the railroad at Lafayette, Forrest sent a force
of 500 men to burn our camp. Capt. Foster, assisted
by Lieut. Watson, of company “1,” and eighty “camp
guards,” met this force near Lafayette, and so bravely
did this little force oppose the advance of the enemy,
that they were an entire half day driving Foster five
miles, when darkness came to his relief and the camp
was saved. Thus, Foster, with a few home guards, did
more than the rest of the army.
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CIIAPTER XI.

Cayp AT COLLIERSVILLE—CoLD WEATHER—MovVE T0 MEMPHIS—So00Y Syitm Raip
—OROLONO AND SURROUNDINGS—CAPTURE OF Co0X AND OTHERS—BURNING OF
PrAIRIE STATION—CHARGE OF CaPT. GRAVE AND Lirur. Baxpy—WEesr Poinr
CaPTURED—BATTLE OF FEBRUARY 218T—CRITICAL POSitioNn oF SecoNp Jowa—
Bap MaNaGEMENT—BATTLE OF FEBRUARY 22D—Loss oF CANNON—STAMFEDE—
GRIERSON ASSUMES COMMAND—SCARE OF MCCRELLIS' BRIGADE—REGIMENT RE-EXN.
L1STS—ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Our camp at Colliersville was well fixed for winter,
each tent being nicely boarded up, with a cozy fire-
place attached, and as the “ New Year’s eve,” which
bade farewell to 1863, and the “ New Year's day,”
which introduced 1864, were both remarkable for their
severity, the reader will readily believe that we enjoyed
these cozy * Katives,” as only the war-hardened soldier,
accustomed toall the hardships and suffering of an active
winter campaign, can. ‘‘ Blessings hrighten,” we are told,
“as they take their flight.”” Who is better fitted to
appreciate a good fire, than he who has stood as picket
during the long watches of a cold stormy night, upon
some exposed dreary peak, or who will more prize a
snug warm bed, than he who is accustomed to spend
wintry nights with but the soldier’s blanket to shield
him from the piercing air above, or the ice covered
earth beneath him. We reasonably hoped now that
our fall campaign was ended, that during the rigor of
winter we should be allowed to enjoy our comfortable
quarters at Colliersville. In this, however, we were
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sadly disappointed, for on the 2d of January, 1864,
orders to break camp came. The day was severely
cold, and with many misgivings we obeyed the order
to pull down our tents, and again nerved ourselves to
face the wintry storm, unprotected by even the canvass
house of the soldier. We moved to Germantown,
where we bivouacked for the night on beds of snow and
ice.

‘We reached Memphis on the 4th, and pitching our
tents on the frozen ground, without fires, we wrapped
ourselves in our blankets, and shivering with cold, we
evisted, not lived, while the night “dragged her lazy
length along.”  As material for building winter quar-
ters was very hard to obtain about Memphis, it was a
week, and a bitter cold week at that, before our new
quarters presented anything like an imviting appear-
ance to the cold and weary soldier.

‘We remained in camp at Memphis until the 5th of
February, when we moved to Germantown, to join a
large raiding force of cavalry about to start from that
point, under command of Gen. W. S. Smith and Gen.
B. H. Grierson. While at Memphis the regiment re-
ceived a large lot of recruits, so that we now moved out
with greater numerical strength than we had had since
the fall of 1862.

The finest cavalry force which had ever operated in
this department, was now massed in the vicinity of
Germantown, and placed under the control of General
Smith. The force was divided into three brigades:
The first brigade, Col. Waring commanding, consisted
of the Second Illinois, Second New Jersey, Fourth
Missouri, Seventh Indiana and Nineteenth Pennsylva.
nia cavalry. The second brigade, Lieut.-Col. W. P.
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Hepburn commanding, consisted of the Second lowa,
and Sixth, Seventh and Ninth Ilinois cavalry. The
third brigade, Col. McCrellis commanding, consisted of
the Second, Third and Fourth Tennessee, Third Illinois,
Fifth Kentucky, Seventy-Second Indiana and Fourth
Regular cavalry. The entire force numbered nearly
9,000 well armed and well mounted men.

Brig.-Gen. B. H. Grierson, who was, without doubt,
the most capable ofticer whe accompanied the expedi-
tion, was given no regular command, but to use his own
expression, “ was taken along as a sort of supernumera-
ry.” Added to this force were fourteen pieces of light
artillery.

We moved out before daylight on the 11th of Feb-
ruary, going south by very slow marches. The object
of the expedition was to join Gen. Sherman at Merid-
ian, Mississippi, and thus furnish the cavalry for alarge
expedition under him, moving into the interior from
Vicksburg. The command moved in three columns
until the Tallahatchie river was reached at New Albany.
We crossed the river there on the 14th, and thereafter
the command moved in one column. On the 18th we
reached Okolona, little of interest having transpired
thus far. We were now on one of the most beautiful
prairies in the United States, and which may properly
be termed the bread basket of the Contederacy. Millions
of bushels of corn, thousands of bales of cotton, and
the well filled smoke houses on every plantation, told
of the countless wealth of this section of the country.
Living some two miles from Okolona, was a wealthy
rebel by the name of Cox. On one of our former raids,
a negro, the property of this planter, had, impelled by

his love of freedom, left wife and children, to try his
11
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fortunes with the Yankee army. Now that he was
within two miles of his family, (he was a servant of an
officer in our brigade,) he resolved to see them at the
risk of his life. For this purpose he stole, under cover
of darkness, to his “old cabin home.” While there, his
wife told himn that her master had, for a week past,
kept his horses and mules hid out, for fear of a visit
from “the Yankees ;” but that on that day, npon learn
ing that we had taken another direction, he had caused
them to be brought back again; that they were then
in the barn, while the “white folks’ house,” that night.
sheltered a rebel Captain and three privates, including
her master. Before day Swmdbo returned to our camy
with the above information. Upon this, Capt. Moore
was ordered to take companies “ K" and “L,” of the
Second lowa, and pay his compliments to said Cox ir
a morning call  We reached the place, guided by this
negro, just at daylight on the morning of the 19th
We entered the yard upon the gallop, and surroundec
the house so quickly that its rebel inmates could nof
escape, hence they were all captured. We also took
from this plantation a large stock of horses and mules.
with negroes enough to aid in leading them. Thi:
done we struck out for the column, which we overtook
at Aberdeen. This was the first Yankee force ever in
this town, and hence the source of great terror and cu
viosity to the citizens. Twenty or thirty prisoner
were surprised and captured there. We now moved
towards West Point. As we crossed the prairies, along
our line of march, thousands of negroes, each leading
file of horses and mules, joined the column. On the
morning of the 20th we reached Prairie Station, where
we hurned a long train of cars, together with a large
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amount of Confederate corn; pursuing our course to
‘West Point, we soon encountered the enemy’s pickets.
The rebels fell slowly back until noon, when Lieut.
Bandy, commanding advance platoon, struck the centre
of a rebel column, moving down a lane at right angles
to our line of march. Lient. Bandy was an officer of
acknowledged dash and ability, and althongh he now
had but sixteen men with him, he charged into the lane
so furiously as to break the enemy’s column. He pur-
sued the advance portion rapidly down the lane, while
the portion cut off, consisting of about 200 men, moved
back and thence through a ficld, off upon the left, to
rejoin their comrades. At this juncture of affairs, Capt.
Graves, commanding sabre battallion, reached this
lane. Seeing this force cut off by Bandy, crossing the
prairie in our front, Graves at once ordered the charge
with drawn sabres. The scene presented the finest
chance for a successful sabre charge that I ever saw.
The rebels, who were exerting every energy to escape,
were hemmed in by a slough, which could be crossed
but by file. The men seeing a chance to capture a force
equal in numbers to their own, with very little danger
to themselves, eagerly obeyed the order to charge, and
at the word every horse sprang forward goaded by the
spur of the anxious rider. Scarcely, however, had our
steeds taken the first leap, when, much to our disap-
pointment, “ recall” sounded, and the “halt” was or-
dered. Deep were the curses of the mortified troopers
thus robbed of their game. The cause of Maj. Coon’s
ordering the “recall” sounded, was a want of support,
for the balance of the brigade, it appears, had not kept
up with the Second Towa, which had the advance. But
where is Lient. Bandy whom we left pursuing the rebel
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column down the lane? As remarked above, he had
but sixteen men with him, but with this little band he
forced the enemy through the lane for nearly a mile,
into the woods beyond, where they formed a line, and
he could, of course, drive them no farther, hence he re-
turned to the column not a little angry with the officers
above him for their failure to support him, avering
that if a few hundred men had been sent to his support
at the proper time, he could have easily captured a
brigade of the enemy. But this few fundred could not
be had, because the brigade was too farin the rear.
Thus was lost, by default, the most golden opportunity
of the trip. But we soon learned better than to look
for success under our present leaders. Regimental and
company commanders can do little but sacrifice men,
unless brigade and division commanders act their part
properly. The enemy now appeared in force, and
stubbornly resisted our advance at every favorable
point. They were steadily driven back, however, by
the dismounted riflemen of the Second Towa, and before
the close of the day, West Point, with all her stores of
corn and a large depot, was in our hands. Lieut. Dwire
of company “F,” a gallant and deserving officer, was
killed in the fight for the occupancy of this place. Sev:
eral enlisted men were severely wounded.

The next day, February 21st, was the Sabbath. The
sun arose to a cloudless sky, shining forth 'mid all the
beauty and grandeur of a lovely Southern spring day.
The birds sang sweetly their morning lay from the bud.:
ding trees, and all nature seemed to praise the God of
its being. The smallpox had made its appearance
among us, and several of our comrades were compelled
to leave their place in ranks for the ambulance train.
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Gen. Sherman, with whom we were to co-operate, had
already commenced his retrograde movement, having
waited at Meridian, with no word from us, until he had
despaired of sceing us. Hence, our expedition had al-
ready failed of its object; failed because our leaders
were too slow, therefore, we had but to return to Mem-
phis with our plunder, which now amounted to 3,000
horses and mules, 1,500 negroesand about 200 prisoners.
‘We soon found that we were destined to have ourhands
full to even return to camp.

Gen. Smith ordered the retreat early in the morning
of the 21st. First directing Maj. Coon to take the
Second Towa and a battalion of the Sixth Illinois, and
attack the enemy and press him back towards the
Sookataunchie river, thus giving the train time to get
under way in safety. In obedience to these orders,
Maj. Coon moved out a little after sunrise. We soon
struck the pickets of the enemy, and for two hours
pressed them back in a sharp skirmish, when Major
Coon received orders to fall back and rejoin the main
column, which was then fast retreating towards Okolona.
The rebels, under Maj.-Gen. Forrest, followed closely
and kept up a brisk skirmish with the rear guard. We
fell back with little difficulty until the column was over-
taken. But now Forrest massed heavily upon the cen-
tre, while he sent large mounted forces upon either
flank. This necessitated either a standing fight on our
part, or to retreat so rapidly as to keep ahead of For-
rest’s flanking parties. Maj. Coon believed the former
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